HINTON
REOPENED

getting
back to
business SAFELY

May 04, 2020

Message
from
Hinton Town Council
Over the last two months, our community has
worked to keep each other safe during the
worst pandemic in over a century.
Your Town Council recognize and appreciate the efforts and
sacrifices of Hinton’s businesses and residents, as you have done
your best to comply with Municipal and Provincial restrictions.
These actions have slowed the spread of the virus in our area, and
allowed for our local healthcare personnel and resources to
manage the situation as it played out in Hinton.
Our Reopening Strategy, developed in consultation with the
Emergency Operations Centre, Alberta Emergency Management
Agency, Alberta Health services, both local and Provincial, allow us
to gradually lift Municipal restrictions, while ensuring we all
continue to follow public health guidelines. This Strategy begins with
the removal of Municipal restrictions, and aligns with the pace of
the Provincial Relaunch Strategy. More information will be shared
on Hinton’s recovery efforts in the coming weeks, and we welcome
any questions or comments that you may have as we complete
these plans.
Hintonites have shown resiliency, strength and flexibility as the
COVID-19 pandemic unfolded, and we are grateful to each and
every one of our community members for supporting local efforts
to keep people safe.
If you have any questions or comments, please call us at 780-8656072 or email council@hinton.ca

(left to right: Cllr. JoAnn Race, Cllr. Dewly Nelson, Cllr. Albert Ostashek, Mayor Marcel Michaels)

(top to bottom: Cllr. Trevor Haas,
Cllr. Tyler Waugh, Cllr. Ryan
Maguhn)

Director of
Emergency
Management
Our community’s safety has
been at the heart of each
decision made in the
Emergency Operations Centre
over the last two months, and
Hinton’s support and
compliance with our
Municipal Response has been
critical in managing the
pandemic on a local level.
Though there is risk in reopening parks, playgrounds and public spaces, as well
as increasing the number permitted for public gatherings, and removing the
restrictions to local businesses, our local residents and businesses have shown
their commitment to measures such as social distancing, cleaning protocols and
hand washing. We have not seen the end of this virus and these measures are
as equally important now, as they were at the beginning. The EOC will be
considering how the Provincial Relaunch Strategy is unfolding, as well as the
number of cases, and level of risk seen in Hinton as we move through the
phases of our Reopening Hinton Strategy.
Please continue to keep each other safe by keeping your distance, washing your
hands, staying home when you are sick, and following the Provincial
recommendations to limit all non-essential travel within our Province and
others. Your efforts help to reduce the impact and pressure on the Hinton
Healthcare Centre staff and resources.
As a fellow Hintonite, I wish to recognize the dedicated service from our local
healthcare professionals, first responders, and EOC team, and offer my thanks
to you all for your support as we continue to navigate this unprecedented health
event.

Emily Olsen, Interim Chief Administrative Officer

Provincial Conditions
for Relaunch
Alberta’s Relaunch Strategy puts safety first while gradually
reopening businesses, resuming activities and getting people back
to work.While we face a long road to recovery, there are signs our
collective efforts are helping slow the spread of COVID19.We must ensure the sacrifices we have already made are not
wasted. To be successful, we must stay vigilant to slow the spread:
follow public health measures, practice physical distancing and
good hygiene, and continue acting responsibily.
(Alberta.ca, Alberta Relaunch Strategy)

To ensure a safer reopening, the Province of Alberta has stated that the following
elements must be in place for the first stage of relaunch:

enhance our
nation-leading
testing capacity
at the highest
level in Canada

robust and comprehensive
contact tracing, aided by
technology, to quickly notify
people who may have been
exposed

strong protections for
the most vulnerable,
including those in longterm care, continuing
care and seniors lodges

stronger international
border controls and
airport screening,
especially for
international travellers

a rapid response
plan in the event
of possible
outbreaks of
COVID-19

rules and
guidance for the
use of masks in
crowded spaces,
like mass transit

support for people
who test positive to
enable effective
isolation and
contain spread

(Alberta.ca, Alberta Relaunch Strategy)

Key Measures
and
Timing
Getting to each stage of relaunch will depend
on our ability to keep infection rates low, and
impacts within the capacity of the healthcare
system.
Health measures we will be watching include:

%
of tests that
are positive

Hospitalization
and Intensive
Care Unit rates

Confirmed cases will be monitored in real-time to inform
proactive responses in Hinton as well as the rest of the
Province.
We need to learn as we go and evaluate as we take careful,
considered steps from one stage to the next. There may be
times we need to take a step back, but in time, we will
adjust and move forward together. Continuous evaluation
of health triggers could result in restrictions being removed
or reapplied in Hinton.
We also will do our best to align our relaunch measures
with the Provincial phasing out of restrictions. This will
alleviate confusion, and ensure we are coordinating our
actions with Alberta Health Services, and our Provincial
Operation Centre.

DID YOU KNOW?
While test results are an
important indicator, they
can't be considered
reflective of the entire
population - asymptomatic
carriers, unreported
infections, and members
of at risk populations who
do not have access to
medical services, not to
mention false positives or
negatives, are all both
common and possible.
Respecting Social
Distancing must
continue to take place to
prevent a second,
possibly worse, wave of
transmission event.

Find links to Municipal,
Provincial, and Federal
Data
via

Hinton.ca/COVID

Relaunch Phases for Hinton –
Municipal and Provincial
Restrictions Lifted
May 1 – 4
Public gathering restrictions of 5 as per our local State of Emergency has been removed.
The Provincial limit of than 15 people while social distancing remains in effect.
Removing all barricades from park parking lots May 1.
Allow golf course to open without pro shop or club house and subject to social distancing
May 4
Allow disc golf, bike park to open (subject to social distancing) May 1.

May 4 - 14: Phase 1
This phase will allow some businesses and services to reopen and resume operations with two
metre physical distancing requirements and other public health guidance in place.
This includes:
Post secondary institutions will continue to
deliver courses however how programs are
delivered whether online in -person or
blended will depend on what restrictions
remain in place at the time of relaunch.
Retail businesses such as clothing, furniture,
and book stores
Some personal services such as hairstyling
and barber shops
Museums and art galleries
More scheduled surgeries and dental
procedures
Physical therapy, chiropractic, optometry,
and similar services
Summer camps with limits on occupancy.
This could include summer school.
Rules and guidance for the use of masks in
crowded spaces, especially on transit.
Recommendations
Remote working is advised where possible.
Recommendation to treat all areas as on leash

Daycares with limited occupancy
Dine-in restaurants ,cafes, lounges
and bars to 50per cent capacity
Nightclubs, Movie Theatres, gyms,
pools, recreation centres and
arenas will remain closed.
Public attendance at businesses,
facilities and events that have close
physical contact will not be
permitted, including:
arts and culture festivals, major
sporting events and concerts.
Re-opening of play structures and
skate park
considered use at own risk
Removal of State of Local
Emergency possible.
Local
business
restrictions
removed
Non-essential travel, especially outside
the province, will continue to not be
recommended.

Progression to Stage 2 will be determined by the success of Stage 1, considering health care system capacity,
hospitalization and ICU cases, and infection rates.

Relaunch
Stages for Alberta
(cont.)
Phase 2 (Timing TBD)

Phase 3 (Timing TBD)

Stage 2 will allow additional businesses and
services to reopen and resume operations with 2
metre physical distancing requirements and other
public health guidelines in place.

Stage 3 timing will be determined based on
health indicators. Some restrictions and
enhanced protection controls will remain in
place.

Lifted restrictions
Potential opening of K-12 schools, with
restrictions.
Libraries, with restrictions.
More surgeries scheduled, including backlog
elimination.
More personal services like artificial tanning,
esthetics, cosmetic skin and body treatments,
manicures, pedicures, waxing, facial treatments,
massage and reflexology.
Larger
gatherings
permitted
in
some
situations
(number
of
people
to
be
determined).
Restaurants,
cafes,
lounges
and
bars
continue operating at reduced capacity.
Movie theatres and theatres, with restrictions.
Continuing restrictions
Visits to patients in health care facilities will
remain limited.
Nightclubs, gyms, pools, recreation centres and
arenas will remain closed.
Arts and culture festivals, concerts and major
sporting events will not be permitted.

Lifted restrictions
Fully reopening all businesses and
services, with some restrictions.
Larger gatherings permitted (number of
people to be determined).
Arts and culture festivals, concerts and
major sporting events will be permitted
with restrictions.
Nightclubs, gyms, pools, recreation centres
and arenas will reopen, with restrictions.
Industry conferences can resume, with
restrictions.
No restrictions on non-essential travel.

Recommendations
Non-essential travel will continue to not be
recommended.
Progression to Stage 3 will be determined
based on success of stages 1 and 2.

Continuing restrictions
Physical distancing restrictions
maintained.

will

be

(Alberta.ca, Alberta Relaunch Strategy, May 05 2020)

IF YOU HAVE QUESTIONS
ABOUT HOW THE
PROVINCIAL REOPENING
WILL IMPACT YOUR
DISTINCT BUSINESS, EMAIL
BIZCONNECT@GOV.AB.CA

Key Public Health
Measures
PUBLIC
HEALTH
MEASURE

CURRENT
MEASURES

STAGE 2 (TO
START AS
EARLY AS 5/14)

STAGE 3

POST
PANDEMIC

PHYSICAL
DISTANCING

Maintain distance of
2M

Maintain distance of
2M

Maintain distance
of 2M

Maintain
distance of 2M

GATHERINGS

Gatherings of > 15
prohibited

Gatherings of >
15 prohibited

Size of gatherings
will increase

Size of gatherings
will increase

PUBLIC
MASKS

Encourage wearing a
mask where unable to
physically distance

Encourage
wearing a mask
where unable to
physically
distance

Encourage wearing a
mask where unable
to physically
distance

Unnecessary

VULNERABLE
ALBERTANS
(OUTSIDE
FACILITY)

Remain home unless
medically necessary

Stay at home as
much as possible

Resume normal
activities and
interactions

Resume normal
activities and
interactions

VULNERABLE
ALBERTANS
(FACILITY
BASED)

Visitor, staff, and
operational
restrictions

Visitor, staff, and
operational
restrictions

Visitor, staff, and
operational
restrictions

Lifted

NONESSENTIAL
DOMESTIC
TRAVEL

Non-essential travel
not recommended

Non-essential travel
not recommended

Non-essential travel
not recommended

Lifted

ISOLATION AND 14 days for cases, close
contacts, and returning
QUARANTINE

14 days for cases, close
contacts, and returning
travelers

Lifted

travelers

14 days for cases, close
contacts, and returning
travelers

10 days if symptomatic
but do not fit above
catagories

10 days if symptomatic
but do not fit above
catagories

10 days if symptomatic
but do not fit above
catagories

(Alberta.ca, Alberta Relaunch Strategy,)

Guidelines for
Sharing Trails and
Outdoor Spaces

Sharing the path

People of all ages and mobility
enjoy the outdoor paths. Please
be considerate and aware of all
path users.
All cyclists should be using their
bell when passing others on the
paths. When you are
approaching someone, ring your
bell, slowdown, and pass off
path when safe to do so.
If you are using the paths and
you hear a bell, please slow
down, look around, and move
off path if you need to.
Runners please allow enough
room to safely pass others.

Passing off-path

Prevent the spread of COVID-19
Please keep 2 metres (6 feet) apart
from others while enjoying the
paths in your neighbourhood.
Stop the spread. Avoid touching
communal surfaces and wash or
sanitize your hands frequently.
Think of others
Think about your speed in relation
to the speed of others on the
path.
As you approach other path users
ensure that you slow down, move
over, warn others of your
presence and give enough space
to pass safely.

When you approach someone else while on the path, please pass off
path to stay 2 metres apart.

Prevention
Information
and Links
Wash your hands often and well
Avoid touching your face, nose,
or mouth with unwashed hands
Avoid close contact with people
who are sick
Clean and disinfect surfaces that
are frequently touched
Stay at home and away from
others if you are feeling ill
Practice physical distancing (two
metres apart)
If you cannot maintain physical
distancing, wear a non-medical
mask
Avoid touching commonly
touched surfaces, such as rails
Stay home if you are sick or
displaying any symptoms of
COVID-19
Residents are encouraged to
follow Alberta Health Services'
direction to
refrain from gathering with
people outside of their
immediate household.
VISIT HINTON.CA/COVID
FOR INFORMATION ON
OUR COVID-19 RESPONSE
AND LINKS TO
MUNICIPAL, PROVINCIAL,
AND FEDERAL RESOURCES
FOR RESIDENTS AND
BUSINESSES.

INFO@HINTON.CA

