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Project Background

In 2018, the Town of Hinton initiated the Maxwell Lake Recreation Area Outline Plan to develop a vision

and enhancement plan. The Outline Plan will identify recommendations for future improvements,

amenities and facilities. In November 2018, the Town of Hinton and ISL initiated the first phase of the

project by providing several engagement opportunities through in-person events and a survey. The

purpose of this phase was to gather feedback on existing conditions and opportunities, potential parking

locations and proposed enhancements. Improving amenities and facilities at the Maxwell Lake Recreation

Area was identified as a first priority for the Towmnas part of the Townodés Parks, Opel
Master Plan.

Engagement Process

In November 2018, the Town of Hinton and ISL provided several engagement opportunities to gather
ideas and perspectives from Town residents and stakeholders on issues and opportunities, potential
parking and proposed enhancements. Engagement opportunities included:

A community open house for residents and stakeholders on November 29, from 4 to 6:30pm;

A pop-up event at the Dr. Duncan Murray Recreation Centre on November 30, from 10 to 11am;
An online survey available from November 14, 2018 to December 21, 2018; and

Hard copy surveys were available from Town staff.
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What We Asked 7 In-person and Online

We asked community members the following questions:
Opportunities or Constraints
1 What are some potential opportunities or constraints?
Potential Parking Locations
1 What is your preferred parking location and why?
I What needs to be improved about your preferred parking location?
1 Have we missed anything?
1 Do you have any additional comments about the potential parking locations?
Proposed Enhancements
What do you love about the proposed enhancements?
What needs to be improved about the proposed enhancements?
Have we missed anything?
How important is the Beaver Boardwalk to you?
Do you have any additional comments you would like to share?
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Next Steps

Feedback received from community members in will be incorporated, where possible, and the updated
draft Outline Plan will be shared with residents and stakeholders this spring (2019) to gather input that will
help the team refine and finalize the Plan.



ISL Engineering

and Land Services

High Level Summary (Key Themes)

Potential Parking Locations

Potential Parking Locations

Pro

(@) Hinton owned land, no clearing required,
significant space

(@ Hinton owned land, existing grassed area.
less clearing required than for 3, parking
further from back of lots than 3

(@ Hinton owned land, existing lane can
provide access and accommodate a
sidewalk on NE side

(@ No clearing required, fairly flat. desire
lines indicate existing use pattems,
good proximity 1o trails

No clearing required, approx. 200m
from trails, opportunity to improve
sidewalks

(&) No clearing required, lots of sireet
parking within 400m walk of trails,
opportunity to improve sidewalks

(@ Hinton owned land, no clearing
required, good proximity to trails

(@) Hinton owned land, far from residential
area, opportunity to expand across
Robb Road
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Close proximity to residences, approx
150m from trailhead e

Fillng tequired to create parking lot, v "
access road and parking behind
residences, close proximity to marsh

Filling required to create parking lot, g
parking closer to residences than 2, 4
parking lot would cross fight-of-way

Access from narrow lane, close proximity y
to residences, access would cross &
right-of-way

Current usage of existing parking lot is

unclear, lurlher away than option 2, 3 or 4

Current usage of existing street parking is
unclear, further away than option 2, 3 or 4 Al

Significantly sloped, close proximity to ;
residences, constrained space —1 ‘
!

800m along steep existing trail to Maxwell =
Lake and Beaver Boardwalk, current usage of _
existing parking lot is unclear %

Mountain Bike Trails
Beaver Boardwalk
Trails

+++ Proposed Asphalt Circuit
Proposed Trail Connections

=+ =+ MLRA Site Boundary

Potential Parking Location Preferences
(Number of times heard)

Optionl Option2 Option3 Option4 Option5 Option 6 Option 7 Option 8

m Preferred m Not Supported
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Parking

Option

Why identified as preferred potential
parking location

A HIWON

Potential concerns

Additional Considerations for Potential Parking Locations

f
f
f
f
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Option 1 1 Less clearing required for the site 1 Areais currently used as a green
and is not currently being well utilized space for the surrounding community

Option 2 1 Less clearing to site needed 1 Would impact the natural

1 Provides good access to park and environment negatively (wetland,
trails green spaces)
1 Less impact to adjacent residents

Option 3 1 Provides good access to the 1 Would impact the natural

boardwalk and trails. environment negatively (wetland,
1 Potential for expansion, if needed in green spaces)
future.

Option 4 I Provides good access to the park, T Town doesndt curr ¢
trails, skating area, and other T Tour buses andbeRV:
amenities parking in residential areas

1 Less impact to adjacent residents
1 Site is flatter and less clearing or
grading would be needed

Option 5 1 Parking already exists at the site T
should be expanded and promoted

Option 6 1 Parking is further from existing
residences

1 No development of land required
because it would be existing street
parking

Option 7 I Provides good access to the I Too close to existing trails and lake
boardwalk and trails, especially for
those with limited mobility

I Less clearing required
Option 8 1 Reduced impacts adjacent residents | 1 Already overused by Disc Golf and
1 Less impact to the natural Bike Park visitors

environment (wetlands, green
spaces)

Improve access to area, in particular for those with limited mobility

Need to provide parking for RVs and tour buses or potential for drop-off zones and off-site parking
Clear and visible signage and wayfinding is important, especially for tourists not familiar with the area
Some patrticipants indicated that additional parking is not necessary and existing sites could be better
promoted and utilized
Some potential parking location options would negatively impact adjacent residents

Need to ensure there are minimal impacts to the natural environment (wetlands, green spaces)
Concerns about additional traffic from tourists, tour buses and RVs through residential
neighbourhoods
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Proposed Enhancements

Proposed Enhancements

(@ Main Gateway
Features include gateway plaza, landscape features, rail connections, nature play, illumination, cay
use/picnic areas, fire pits, barbeques. washroom facilities, storage facilities, signage ana wayfinding,
fumishings and drop off area.

(@ West Gateway
Features include main parking facility. RV/ous parking, landscape features, rail connections,
illumination, day use/picnic areas. fire pits, barbeques. wasaraom facilities, signage and wayfinding,
duck area'boal launch and furnishings.

(@) East Gateway
Features include parking facility, main access to Hinton Mountain Bike Park, landscape features, trail
connections, illuminatian, washroom facilities, Storage facilities. signage and wayfinding, and furnishings.

(@ South Day Use Area
Features include dock area‘noat launch, trail connections, washroom facilities, storage faci lities, signage 6’8\%
and wayfinding, fumishings, group fire pil, group sealing/education hub and picnic lables. Y (\\q.\
&
(8 North Day Use Area

Fealures inglude (rail connections, washroom facililies, slorage facililies, signage and waylinding,
fumishings, picnic areas, boal launch access, fire pils, barbeques and warming huts.

(8 Avian Interpretive Zone
Features include new trail connections, interpretive signage, signage and wayfinding, bird screens
viewing stations, and habitat enhancements.

(@ Asphalt Circuit
Features include 2.0m asphalt trail alignment, continuous handicap accessible path surrounding Maxwe!|
Lake. rrail connections, signage and wayfincing and outdoor exercise equipment. Q&%&
g
(8) West Day Use Area (}Q\\\\\Q

Features include trail connections, signage and waytinding, furnishings. picnic areas, access, fire pits
and barbeques.

Mountain Bike Trails
Beaver Boardwalk

Trails

+ Proposed Asphalt Gircuit

+ Proposed Trail Connections
==+ MLRA Site Boundary

525 100
O —

Overall Themes
1 The character of Maxwell Lake is a natural environment and it should not be over developed
0 The scale of the enhancements should be reduced

1 Some participants were supportive of the additional day use amenities including picnic areas,
barbeques and fire pits, but there were concerns about fire safety related to fire pits

1 The asphalt pathway provides a more inclusive experience by improving accessibility for those in
wheelchairs, using strollers and people with limited mobility

1 No additional enhancements are needed; only minor improvements, maintenance and repairs of
the current facilities, in particular the Beaver Boardwalk, are required

1 The dock and boat launch are not necessary and will negatively impact the natural integrity of
Maxwell Lake
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There were some elements of the draft plan where participants specifically identified whether they were supportive or not supportive of the
enhancements to the area. In those instances, the number of times participants expressed support or no support are included below.

What do you love about the proposed enhancements?
(Number of times heard)
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