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Project Background 

In 2018, the Town of Hinton initiated the Maxwell Lake Recreation Area Outline Plan to develop a vision 
and enhancement plan. The Outline Plan will identify recommendations for future improvements, 
amenities and facilities. In November 2018, the Town of Hinton and ISL initiated the first phase of the 
project by providing several engagement opportunities through in-person events and a survey. The 
purpose of this phase was to gather feedback on existing conditions and opportunities, potential parking 
locations and proposed enhancements. Improving amenities and facilities at the Maxwell Lake Recreation 
Area was identified as a first priority for the Town as part of the Townôs Parks, Open Space and Trails 
Master Plan. 
 

Engagement Process 

In November 2018, the Town of Hinton and ISL provided several engagement opportunities to gather 
ideas and perspectives from Town residents and stakeholders on issues and opportunities, potential 
parking and proposed enhancements. Engagement opportunities included: 
 

¶ A community open house for residents and stakeholders on November 29, from 4 to 6:30pm; 

¶ A pop-up event at the Dr. Duncan Murray Recreation Centre on November 30, from 10 to 11am; 

¶ An online survey available from November 14, 2018 to December 21, 2018; and  

¶ Hard copy surveys were available from Town staff. 
  

 

~20 

participants 
at the open 
house 

 

~20 

participants 
at the pop-
up event 

 

~100 

surveys 
submitted 

 
 

What We Asked ï In-person and Online 

We asked community members the following questions: 
Opportunities or Constraints 

¶ What are some potential opportunities or constraints? 
Potential Parking Locations 

¶ What is your preferred parking location and why? 

¶ What needs to be improved about your preferred parking location? 

¶ Have we missed anything? 

¶ Do you have any additional comments about the potential parking locations? 
Proposed Enhancements   

¶ What do you love about the proposed enhancements?  

¶ What needs to be improved about the proposed enhancements? 

¶ Have we missed anything? 

¶ How important is the Beaver Boardwalk to you?  

¶ Do you have any additional comments you would like to share? 
 

Next Steps 

Feedback received from community members in will be incorporated, where possible, and the updated 
draft Outline Plan will be shared with residents and stakeholders this spring (2019) to gather input that will 
help the team refine and finalize the Plan.  
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High Level Summary (Key Themes) 

Potential Parking Locations 
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Parking 
Option 

Why identified as preferred potential 
parking location 

Potential concerns 

Option 1 ¶ Less clearing required for the site 
and is not currently being well utilized 

¶ Area is currently used as a green 
space for the surrounding community 

Option 2 ¶ Less clearing to site needed 

¶ Provides good access to park and 
trails 

¶ Less impact to adjacent residents 

¶ Would impact the natural 
environment negatively (wetland, 
green spaces) 

Option 3 ¶ Provides good access to the 
boardwalk and trails. 

¶ Potential for expansion, if needed in 
future. 

¶ Would impact the natural 
environment negatively (wetland, 
green spaces) 

Option 4 ¶ Provides good access to the park, 
trails, skating area, and other 
amenities 

¶ Less impact to adjacent residents 

¶ Site is flatter and less clearing or 
grading would be needed  

¶ Town doesnôt currently own the land 

¶ Tour buses and RVs shouldnôt be 
parking in residential areas 

Option 5 ¶ Parking already exists at the site ï 
should be expanded and promoted 

 

Option 6 ¶ Parking is further from existing 
residences 

¶ No development of land required 
because it would be existing street 
parking 

 

Option 7 ¶ Provides good access to the 
boardwalk and trails, especially for 
those with limited mobility 

¶ Less clearing required 

¶ Too close to existing trails and lake 

Option 8 ¶ Reduced impacts adjacent residents 

¶ Less impact to the natural 
environment (wetlands, green 
spaces) 

¶ Already overused by Disc Golf and 
Bike Park visitors 

 
Additional Considerations for Potential Parking Locations 

¶ Improve access to area, in particular for those with limited mobility 

¶ Need to provide parking for RVs and tour buses or potential for drop-off zones and off-site parking 

¶ Clear and visible signage and wayfinding is important, especially for tourists not familiar with the area 

¶ Some participants indicated that additional parking is not necessary and existing sites could be better 
promoted and utilized 

¶ Some potential parking location options would negatively impact adjacent residents 

¶ Need to ensure there are minimal impacts to the natural environment (wetlands, green spaces) 

¶ Concerns about additional traffic from tourists, tour buses and RVs through residential 
neighbourhoods 
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Proposed Enhancements 
 

 
 
Overall Themes  
¶ The character of Maxwell Lake is a natural environment and it should not be over developed 

o The scale of the enhancements should be reduced 

¶ Some participants were supportive of the additional day use amenities including picnic areas, 

barbeques and fire pits, but there were concerns about fire safety related to fire pits 

¶ The asphalt pathway provides a more inclusive experience by improving accessibility for those in 

wheelchairs, using strollers and people with limited mobility  

¶ No additional enhancements are needed; only minor improvements, maintenance and repairs of 

the current facilities, in particular the Beaver Boardwalk, are required 

¶ The dock and boat launch are not necessary and will negatively impact the natural integrity of 

Maxwell Lake 
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There were some elements of the draft plan where participants specifically identified whether they were supportive or not supportive of the 

enhancements to the area. In those instances, the number of times participants expressed support or no support are included below.  
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