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This Section introduces the purpose, scope and limitations of the MDP.

1-1

PURPOSE
A Municipal Development Plan (MDP) is a statutory document required by the Province of
Alberta and adopted pursuant to the Municipal Government Act (MGA). The MDP is a high-level
policy document designed to guide the physical development of Hinton over the next 30 years
(to 2047), and provide clear direction with regards to the community’s social, environmental
and economic well-being over time.
Specifically, the MDP has been created to:


Describe Hinton’s preferred direction with respect to land use, infrastructure investment,
provision of services, and future development patterns.



Guide policy creation and planning tools regarding land use, development, transportation,
and infrastructure investment decisions.



Serve as an overarching document to assist in the coordination of municipal bylaws,
policies, programs, and investments.



Ensure that Hinton’s unique identity and strong sense of community is maintained through
sustainable growth.
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SCOPE
The MDP is a statutory plan (i.e. required by provincial statute), prepared and adopted by
bylaw, in accordance with Section 632 of the MGA. The MDP must address:


The future land use within the municipality



The manner of and the proposals for future development in the municipality



The co-ordination of land use, future growth patterns and other infrastructure with
adjacent municipalities if there is no intermunicipal development plan with respect to those
matters in those municipalities



The provision of the required transportation systems either generally or specifically within
the municipality and in relation to adjacent municipalities



The provision of municipal services and facilities either generally or specifically



The type and location of land uses adjacent to sour gas facilities



The provision of municipal, school or municipal and school reserves, including but not limited
to the need for, amount of and allocation of those reserves and the identification of school
requirements in consultation with affected school authorities, and



The protection of agricultural operations (if applicable)

Furthermore the MDP may address other matters as they relate to the future development of
Hinton, including:


Proposals for the financing and programming of municipal infrastructure



The co-ordination of municipal programs relating to the physical, social and economic
development of the municipality



Environmental matters within the municipality



The financial resources of the municipality



The economic development of the municipality



Statements regarding the municipality’s development constraints, including the results of
any development studies and impact analyses, and goals, objectives, targets, planning
policies and corporate strategies, and



Any other matter relating to the physical, social or economic development of the
municipality
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INTERPRETATION
Map Interpretation
Unless otherwise specified, the boundaries or locations of any symbols or areas shown on a
map herein are approximate only, not absolute, and shall be interpreted as such. They are not
intended to define exact locations except where they coincide with clearly recognizable physical
features or fixed boundaries such as property lines or utility/road rights-of-way. Hinton does
not guarantee the accuracy of any maps within the MDP. All information on a map should be
verified by consulting the text of the MDP, relevant statutory plans and the Land Use Bylaw
(No. 1088). No measurements or area calculations should be taken from MDP maps.
Policy Interpretation
Where “shall”, “will”, “must”, “ensure” or “require” are used in a policy, the policy is considered
mandatory in order to achieve a desired result. Where “should” is used in a policy, it is anticipated
that the policies will be applied in all situations, unless it can be clearly demonstrated to the
satisfaction of the Development Authority, that the policy is not reasonable, practical and feasible
in a given situation.
Appendix Interpretation
The appendices do not form part of the statutory portion of the MDP. The purpose of an
appendix is to provide information to further clarify the intent of MDP policies.

1-4

LIMITATIONS
The MDP is limited in the fact that both Federal and Provincial legislative decisions – including
those of provincial ministries – supersede the policies contained within.
Provincial legislation, including the Alberta Land Stewardship Act, the Municipal Government
Act (MGA), and the forthcoming Upper Athabasca Regional Plan (UARP) and Modernized
Municipal Government Act (MMGA), establish (will establish) the planning context within which
the MDP sits. In this planning hierarchy, plans, bylaws and approvals that are lower must be
consistent with plans that are higher, as illustrated in Figure 1.
Pursuant to the MGA, it is not the intention of the MDP to commit Town Council to funding
decisions.
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FIGURE 1 – PLANNING HIERARCHY
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This section outlines the community conversation that helped shape the vision for Hinton in 2047 and policies
within the MDP.

2-1

COMMUNITY CONVERSATION
The conversation with the community took place over two phases. Phase One occurred in 2014 when
the Town and a planning consultant prepared a draft MDP that was not adopted by Council. Although
that plan was not realized, the feedback from the community was reviewed and integrated into this
MDP. In Phase Two, ISL Engineering and Land Services Ltd. (ISL) recrafted the MDP as part of the
broader Comprehensive Planning and Development Strategy (CPDS) undertaken in 2016 – 2017.
Phase One of the Community Conversation


Stakeholder Focus Groups and Interviews (May 20 & 21, 2014). A stakeholder workshop was
held with representatives from the Hinton and District Chamber of Commerce and West Fraser
Mills Ltd. to commence the review and update of the 1998 MDP (Bylaw #940).



Workshop with Steering Committee (May 21, 2014). The Council Steering Committee
participated in a workshop to provide feedback on future development strategies and
policies for the MDP.



Community Engagement Program (July through August 2014). Hinton Staff and the Council
Steering Committee identified several “hot button issues” which were used to engage the
community online and via a series of articles in the Hinton Voice. Display boards and
comment forms were distributed and information was also posted on Hinton’s website.



Workshop with Steering Committee (September 17, 2014). A workshop with the Council
Steering Committee was held to solicit feedback on the Draft MDP.
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Public Open House (October 16, 2014). An Open House was held to present the Draft MDP
to the public, and offer further opportunity for review and feedback.

Phase Two of the Community Conversation

2-2



Town of Hinton CPDS Open House #1 (March 23, 2017). An open house was held to introduce
the CPDS projects to the public, which includes the MDP. Key stakeholders and residents attended
the event and provided their ideas, questions and expectations with respect to the MDP.



Town of Hinton CPDS Open House #2 (June 15, 2017). A second open house provided an update
on the projects in development. Draft content from the MDP was shared with stakeholders and
residents who attended the event, and their feedback was integrated into the MDP.

HINTON IN 2047
Hinton is a diverse community that works and builds together. Just as Hinton residents know
who they are and where they come from, they also know where they want to be 30 years from
now and are willing to work hard to get there. Hinton in 2047 will be:


A Prosperous Community that fosters economic development and enhances the tourism
potential of Hinton to diversify the economy, attract new investment, create jobs and
expand the tax base.



A Growing Community that manages growth and development in a manner that promotes
sustainable planning practices and utilizes land and infrastructure in an orderly, economical
and beneficial manner.



A Well-Governed Community that provides good governance and maintains mutually
beneficial inter-municipal and intergovernmental relationships.



A Culturally Vibrant Community that provides opportunities for recreation and leisure,
celebrates a shared culture and heritage and supports creativity in the arts.



A Socially Responsible Community that provides community services, programs and facilities
in a coordinated and equitable manner that builds a healthy, safe and sustainable community.
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POLICY FRAMEWORK
Five policy areas have been created to help Hinton achieve its objectives for 2047. Each policy
area is organized as follows:
FIGURE 2 – POLICY SECTION ORGANIZATION
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This Section outlines policies designed to make Hinton increasingly prosperous.

Hinton Today:
Hinton is located in the Athabasca River valley at the west end of Yellowhead County approximately
81 kilometres east of Jasper and 284 kilometres west of Edmonton, as illustrated in Figure 3. The
Yellowhead Highway (HWY 16), a designated transcontinental route linking central Alberta with the
British Columbia interior, runs through the community. The Canadian National Railway (CNR)
mainline, linking Edmonton to the Pacific ports of Vancouver and Prince Rupert, passes through
parallel to Highway 16.
Hinton is a resource-based community. Its position relative to major thermal and metallurgical coal
deposits has resulted in Hinton becoming an important industrial and commercial service centre for
some 20,000 residents in the outlying communities of Grande Cache, Jasper and Yellowhead County.
Major employers in Hinton include Alstar Oilfield Contractors, Teck Coal Limited (Cardinal River
Operations), West Fraser Mills Ltd., Alberta Health Services, Trican, and the Grande Yellowhead
Public and Evergreen Catholic School Divisions. It is important that local employers such as these
operate in a supportive environment.

Hinton
8

MDP

FIGURE 3 – REGIONAL MAP

Future prosperity, and the overall health and resilience of Hinton’s economy, is linked to economic
development. Five economic opportunities have been identified that build on Hinton’s strengths:


Tourism – Hinton’s proximity to recreation and tourism related resources, including Jasper National Park
and William A. Switzer Provincial Park, puts it in an ideal position to emerge as a service centre for tourism;
creating an opportunity for Hinton to diversify its economy and heighten its profile as a destination.



Geothermal Energy – Hinton is exploring opportunities to advance local geothermal capacity and
develop a district energy heating system utilizing reservoirs in the Hinton area. Capitalizing on
geothermal opportunities could provide an affordable and renewable heat source for the community,
attract new investment opportunities, and reduce the Hinton’s carbon footprint.



Jasper-Hinton Airport – The airport, located west of Hinton, is home to small air charter operators
that conduct scenic tours of nearby Jasper National Park as well as aerial services for mining,
forestry and wildlife research. Opportunities to expand the range of services would result in local
benefits for the community.



Resource Development – Continued exploration and resource development within the region is a critical
component in building on local strengths. Coal, forestry and oil and gas resources should continue to be
capitalized on in a sustainable and environmentally responsible manner.



Commercial Development – Hinton’s commercial service area is much larger than its population
would normally support. Supporting private endeavours through sound policy that capitalizes on
changing retail trends, which have drastically impacted the location, size, configuration and format
of shopping areas, is important.

Hinton
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Objective:
Foster economic development and enhance the tourism potential of Hinton to diversify the economy,
attract new investment, create jobs and expand the tax base.
In 2047:

3-1

HINTON IS A GOOD PLACE TO OPEN AND OPERATE A BUSINESS
a) Collaborate with the Hinton and District Chamber of Commerce in diversifying and
strengthening Hinton’s economy and help expand Hinton’s role as a regional hub.
b) Promote Hinton as a good place to open and operate a business.
c) Review municipal fees, approvals and licensing processes and avoid undue limitations on
economic development.
d) Support the endeavours of the Regional Economic Development initiatives.
e) Support homed-based businesses that respect the residential characteristics of their
neighbourhood.
f) Encourage the development and expansion of farmers’ markets

3-2

HINTON IS A TOURIST DESTINATION AND A HUB FOR EXPLORING THE REGION
a) Promote Hinton as a tourism destination and hub for exploring the region.
b) Collaborate with local and regional tourism associations to position Hinton as an attractive
destination.
c) Encourage the development of Bed and Breakfast establishments.
d) Support the growth and development of Hinton as a destination for mountain biking enthusiasts
and other outdoor recreation groups.

3-3

HINTON’S COMMERCIAL NODES ARE GREAT PLACES TO CONDUCT BUSINESS
a) Encourage higher density, mixed use retail, office and residential uses in the Mountain View
and Hardisty commercial nodes.
b) Support local business owners in establishing Business Improvement Areas within the
Mountain View and Hardisty commercial nodes.
c) Prepare policy on Business Improvement Levies and/or reasonable alternatives to enhance
the public realm and encourage local property owners to update their storefronts in the
Mountain View and Hardisty commercial nodes.
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This Section outlines policies designed to support the physical growth of Hinton.

Hinton Today:
Hinton is growing, slowly. Hinton’s growth patterns are unusual when compared to many other
municipalities in Alberta that have either witnessed rapid growth or steep declines in population over
the last few decades. Starting in 1991, the median population projection from 2016 to 2046 is 10,422
people using the normalized growth rate. This is an increase of 540 persons, from the current
population of 9,882 residents, as illustrated below. A low-growth scenario (0.39% growth) would see
10,116 persons and a high-growth scenario (1.39% growth) would see 10,735.

FIGURE 4 – POPULATION PROJECTION
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Looking at the age and gender breakdown of Hinton’s population (Figure 5), there are more males
(5,155) than females (4,730) with a noticeable decline in the 55 – 59 to 60 – 64 age brackets. Working
to ensure that Hinton is an attractive place to live for all age groups is important to the overall qualityof-life for residents, a topic that is explored further in the policies of Section 7.

FIGURE 5 – POPULATION PYRAMID
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In 2007, Hinton annexed approximately 890 hectares (2,200 acres) of land in five adjacent areas from
Yellowhead County in order to accommodate the demand for continued commercial and industrial expansion.
The annexed land allows for a larger area of development capacity surrounding the Town’s developed lands
(as outlined in the existing development map (Figure 6)), particularly for much-needed industrial uses.
Accommodating growth in the community in new ways will play an important role in continuing to
shape Hinton as a dynamic and innovative community.
Objective:
Manage growth and development in a manner that promotes sustainable planning practices and
utilizes land and infrastructure in an orderly, economical and beneficial manner.
In 2047:

4-1

HINTON HAS AN EFFICIENT LOCAL AND RE GIONAL TRANSPORTATION NETWORK
a) Collaborate with Yellowhead County, Jasper authorities and other stakeholders in support
of the growth and development of the Jasper-Hinton Airport.
b) Collaborate with stakeholders in the Edson Regional Commercial Air Services Partnership.
c) Collaborate with CNR and VIA Rail Canada authorities and other stakeholders in support of
local passenger rail services, the maintenance of Hinton station grounds and the mitigation
of disturbances from freight trains passing through Hinton.
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d) Collaborate with Alberta Transportation, Yellowhead County, and other stakeholders to
develop and maintain a safe and efficient highway network.
e) Collaborate with Alberta Transportation and Yellowhead County to ensure that the Future
Highway 16 Bypass right-of-way is regularly maintained so as to provide a fire break for Hinton.
f) Use the current Transportation Master Plan for future transportation planning and roadway
improvements.
g) Ensure that all constructed roadways comply with Hinton’s current Minimum Engineering
Design Standards.
h) Support the operation and maintenance of Hinton’s transit service.

4-2

HINTON’S INFRASTRUCTURE IS PROVIDED IN A LOGICAL AND ECONOMIC MANNER
a) Ensure, where possible, that new development utilizes existing servicing.
b) Ensure that all municipal infrastructure complies with Hinton’s current Minimum
Engineering Design Standards.
c) Use the current Water, Stormwater and Waste Water Master Plans for future infrastructure
planning and improvements.
d) Support, where practical, Low Impact Development (LID) best practices as an alternative to
conventional stormwater management.
e) Require, where practical, that new shallow utilities such as power, telephone, internet and
fibre optic and cable TV are installed underground.
f) Promote solid waste reduction and recycling.

4-3

HINTON IS GROWING IN A SUSTAINABLE MANNER
a) Ensure new development is located in areas designated on the future development map
(Figure 7).
b) Require up to 10% municipal reserve (MR) obligation or cash-in-lieu equivalent for all new
development.
c) Ensure that development occurs in accordance with the Land Development Guidelines
outlined in Appendix A.
d) Ensure that re-development occurs in accordance with the Established Area Guidelines
outlined in Appendix B.
e) Require that Outline Plans, and required supporting studies, be prepared for new
development within the plan areas of approved Area Structure Plans.
f) Ensure, where practical, that development patterns occur in a contiguous manner and
respect any agricultural operations.
g) Monitor and ensure a sufficient supply of serviced land is available to accommodate growth.
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h) Require that applications for development near sour gas wells, pipelines and facilities adhere to
provincial Subdivision and Development Regulations
i)

Require that development near railways be compatible to the railway and provide
appropriate setbacks.

j)

Require a residential density of approximately 20 units per gross developable hectare for all
new communities.

k) Encourage, where practical, infill and intensification in developed areas.
l)

Encourage regional-scale commercial development along the Highway 16 Corridor.

m) Encourage neighbourhood-scale commercial development in residential areas closer to
where people live, in support of complete neighbourhoods.
n) Encourage opportunities to mitigate negative impacts when approving new industrial

development.

4-4

HINTON RESPECTS THE NATURAL ENVIRONMENT
a) Ensure that FireSmart practices are observed and upheld across Hinton.
b) Protect environmentally significant natural areas as development occurs and appropriately
address and/or integrate them into open space, utility and transportation corridors, and
residential neighbourhoods.
c) Prohibit development, other than trails, in areas that are prone to flooding, underground
springs, erosion, landslides, subsidence or any other natural or human-induced hazards.
d) Ensure that lands dedicated as ER remain in their natural state and/or are used as a part of

the public trail system where necessary to ensure a continuous, integrated trail system.

4-5

HINTON HAS A VIBRANT BUILT ENVIRONMENT
a) Encourage the adoption of Crime Prevention Through Environmental Design (CPTED)
principles in building, open space, pathways and parking area design.
b) Encourage streetscapes that maintain an appropriate scale for pedestrians, and consider all
transportation modes.
c) Encourage and promote the design of live, work, shop and play spaces in proximity to one
another.
d) Encourage mixed-use development and a mix of land uses in employment areas.
e) Ensure the accessibility needs of residents are met in buildings and spaces.
f) Investigate opportunities to increase the development of community gardens.
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This Section outlines polices designed to uphold a high-standard of governance in Hinton and with its Neighbours.

Hinton Today:
In Alberta, municipal councils are empowered by the Municipal Government Act (MGA) to address the
existing and future needs of their community by making decisions that are recorded in bylaws or
resolutions. Councils have the ability to manage the finances of their municipality by setting levels of
expenditures and taxation and, ultimately, they are responsible for the management and delivery of
services to residents. These responsibilities are generally undertaken with very little intrusion by senior
levels of government. In Hinton, as throughout the Province, council members are expected to embody
the public welfare of their communities which often means trying to balance their vision with the
concerns expressed by the people and organizations affected by their decisions.
Good governance is when Council makes balanced decisions on local development, finances and service
delivery that safeguards the community as a whole. In order to do so, local policies need to uphold a
high-standard of governance internally, inter-municipally and intergovernmentally.
Objective:
Provide good governance and maintain mutually beneficial inter-municipal and intergovernmental
relationships.
In 2047:

5-1

HINTON IS FINANCIALLY RESPONSIBLE
a) Engage in long term financial planning to ensure ongoing financial viability.
b) Ensure investments in municipal infrastructure and facilities are made in accordance with
sound long-term financial plans and policies.
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c) Balance the financial capacity of residents with the demand for municipal services.
d) Explore a range of funding opportunities providing for the provision of services, programs
and facilities.
e) Maintain financial flexibility in order to be able to adapt to local and regional economic
conditions.

5-2

HINTON HAS STRONG INTER-MUNICIPAL AND INTERGOVERNMENTAL RELATIONSHIPS
a) Support mutually beneficial emergency and protective services agreements with Yellowhead
County.
b) Explore regional provision of shared services and cost-sharing opportunities for services such
as economic development and tourism, recreation, waste management, transportation and
utilities.
c) Collaborate with Yellowhead County to pursue mutually beneficial planning initiatives.
d) Establish a formal process between Hinton and Alberta Environment and Parks in the
planning and transfer of Crown lands.
e) Collaborate with Alberta Transportation to ensure the safe and efficient movement of
traffic on Highway 16.
f) Circulate all statutory plans, adjacent to municipal boundaries to Yellowhead County for
feedback.

5-3

HINTON WORKS CLOSELY WITH LOCAL SCHOOL BOARDS
a) Collaborate with the Grande Yellowhead Public School Division and the Evergreen Catholic
Separate Regional School Division No. 2 to identify future school sites.
b) Ensure that school sites are located so that they have frontage along two roadways to allow
for effective and efficient vehicular access.
c) Encourage, wherever possible, that school sites are integrated with adjoining neighbourhood
parks.
d) Support the continuation of the Joint Use Agreements between Hinton and the Grande
Yellowhead Public School Division No. 77 and Hinton Training Centre to ensure school sites
and grounds are available to residents and non-profit during non-school hours.
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This Section outlines polices designed to promote cultural vibrancy throughout Hinton.

Hinton Today:
A 2016 Citizen Satisfaction Survey, found that 90% of Hinton’s residents described their quality of life to
be good to very good. Underpinning this level of satisfaction is a variety of local amenities such as the
three-kilometer fresh water Beaver Boardwalk (the longest freshwater boardwalk in Canada), the annual
Föhn Festival, Mary Reimer Memorial Rodeo, Wild Mountain Music Festival, and acclaimed Hinton
Mountain Bike Park, amongst others illustrated in the community amenities map (Figure 8). Also,
Hinton’s natural setting allows residents to take advantage of the many outdoor recreational
opportunities available, such as camping, rafting, hiking, horseback riding, golfing, disc golf, skiing, fishing,
water sports, skateboarding, hunting, off-roading and unparalleled mountain biking opportunities. These
amenities instill a unique sense of place and help define the culture of the community.
Both natural and cultural heritage preservation are critical to ensuring local vibrancy and a sense of place
for residents and tourists to Hinton. Hinton has many programs and facilities that celebrate the history
and culture of the community and support creativity and the arts such as the Forestry Service Museum,
the Hinton Coal Branch Archives, Northern Rockies Museum of Culture and Heritage, and Arts on Fire.
Hinton is currently developing a new Performing Arts Venue to create a space for theatre production,
cinemas, a lecture hall and exhibit space where arts and cinema can have a home in the community and
region. This dedicated multi-use space defines Hinton as a community that supports, invests, grows and
celebrates the value of arts and cinema, and the ways in which they strengthen and enrich the region.
Objective:
Provide opportunities for recreation and leisure, celebrate shared culture and heritage and support
creativity in the arts to meet the needs of local residents and visitors.
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In 2047:

6-1

HINTON CELEBRATES ARTS AND CULTURE
a) Support festivals and other cultural activities and encourage their development in Hinton.
b) Collaborate with community organizations and institutions in support of the local arts
community.
c) Encourage sense of place in public spaces with the placement of public art.
d) Encourage the participation of local and regional artists and professionals in the design and
fabrication of public art.
e) Collaborate with the community public and private sector to procure art for public display.

6-2

HINTON REMEMBERS AND RESPECTS ITS HISTORY
a) Encourage the ongoing development and growth of the Forestry Service Museum, the Coal
Branch Archives, and the Northern Rockies Museum of Culture and Heritage.
b) Celebrate local history through thematic design of municipal facilities and amenities.
c) Identify and inventory heritage sites and buildings.
d) Conserve and enhance municipal-owned heritage sites and buildings to create a sense of
civic pride that celebrates Hinton’s history.
e) Collaborate with private owners to conserve and maintain historical resources in Hinton.

6-3

HINTON’S PARKS, TRAILS AND OPEN SPACES CONTRIBUTE TO A HIGH QUALITY OF LIFE
a) Encourage active modes of transportation with supporting infrastructure such as bike lanes.
b) Provide opportunities for passive recreation, such as biking and hiking, in Hinton’s open
space system.
c) Continue to develop and maintain Hinton’s multi-use trail system and sidewalk and
pathway network.
d) Incorporate adequate bike parking in private and public developments throughout Hinton.
e) Develop parks that encourage community gathering.
f) Plan and design the open space system to efficiently manage stormwater.

6-4

HINTON SUPPORTS ACTIVE LIVING
a) Encourage volunteerism in Hinton.
b) Partner with community organizations and volunteers to:
i.

provide facilities and programming for sport and recreation

ii.

support recreation programming that is financially accessible

c) Facilitate the effective planning and distribution of recreational amenities.
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d) Develop recreational and sports facilities and amenities that:
i.

provide a range of recreational opportunities throughout Hinton

ii.

accommodate a range of programs and uses

iii.

provide opportunities for competitive sports programming

iv.

allow conversion for future needs

v.

can be accessed by a variety of travel modes

vi.

are physically and financially accessible to all residents

Hinton
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This Section outlines policies designed to ensure the efficient provision of community services.

Hinton Today:
A wide range of community services are provided in Hinton to improve the safety and quality of life of its
residents. Agencies and facilities such as Building Resourceful Individuals to Develop Goals and Employment
Society (B.R.I.D.G.E.S.), Family and Community Support Services Association of Alberta, the Yellowhead
Emergency Shelter for Women and Children, and the Adult Day Centre provide social services in Hinton.
Local integrated police, emergency medical services (EMS) and fire services ensure the safety and
security of residents. Hinton is policed by a local RCMP detachment with mutual aid assistance from the
Jasper detachment, if required. Hinton EMS provides Basic and Advanced Life Support coverage to
Hinton and a large portion of western Yellowhead County. Likewise, the Hinton Fire Department
provides complete local fire protection, and by an agreement with Yellowhead County, to
approximately 6,600 square kilometres of area around Hinton. Finally, Hinton’s Disaster Service Agency
is responsible for planning for and responding to large-scale emergencies.
Objective:
Provide community services, programs and facilities in a coordinated and equitable manner that builds
a healthy, safe and sustainable community.
Hinton 2047:

7-1

HINTON’S RESIDENTS HAVE OPPORTUNITIES FOR PERSONAL DEVELOPMENT
a) Ensure the provision of effective social, health, protective and emergency services so that
Hinton remains a safe place to live.
b) Collaborate with Family and Community Support Services Association of Alberta (FCSSAA)
in their endeavours to provide preventative social services in Hinton.
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c) Encourage activities organized by residents such as block parties, to foster a sense of
community in Hinton.
d) Support community-based programs and organizations that make Hinton a safer place to live.
e) Strengthen partnerships with organizations that improve the quality of life of Hinton’s
residents.
f) Support opportunities for healthy living.
g) Provide a range of community services for people of all ages.
h) Support programs and training opportunities provided through local institutions and not for
profit programs.

7-2

HINTON’S COMMUNITY SERVICES ARE ACCESSIBLE AND INCLUSIVE
a) Encourage higher-density seniors housing in Hinton.
b) Support the development of age-friendly community amenities.
c) Collaborate with private developers and other stakeholders to ensure that Hinton is an agefriendly community.
d) Explore opportunities for the expansion of the cemetery.
e) Locate, where possible, community amenities on arterial or collector roads.

7-3

HINTON HAS A RANGE OF HOUSING TO MEET RESIDENTS’ NEEDS
a) Collaborate with other orders of government, private and non-profit sectors, to meet the
needs for affordable and special needs housing in Hinton.
b) Promote the development of complete neighbourhoods that provide for a wide range of
housing forms for various income and age groups.
c) Use Hinton’s Integrated Housing Strategy (HIHS) and Social Development Strategy (SDS) to
inform residential development as it pertains to housing affordability and housing choice.
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SECTION EIGHT
Making It Happen

8

This Section outlines policies designed to implement the vision and measure progress made towards achieving it.

Clear, consistent direction for the implementation of the MDP is required in order to achieve Hinton’s
vision. The responsibility for the implementation, monitoring, and review of the MDP rests with
Council, committees of Council, administration, and (through their active involvement) the residents of
Hinton. As outlined further in the Land Development Guidelines (Appendix A), the MDP shall be
implemented through the approval of other more specific statutory and non-statutory plans such as:


Established Area Guidelines (Appendix B)



Area Structure Plans



Outline Plans



Subdivision Plans, and



Development Permit Site Plans

All planning documents prepared for, and adopted by, Hinton must be consistent with the MDP.
Implementation will require strategic investment in planning, community infrastructure, amenities and
services through the Town’s operating and capital budgets on an annual basis. It is important to note
that achievement of the goals and objectives of the MDP are subject to the budgetary considerations
of Council on an annual basis. The MDP is meant to be a living planning document that needs to be
monitored to ensure its relevance and effectiveness.
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8-1

IMPLEMENTATION POLICIES
a) Review existing plans on a regular basis to ensure conformity with the MDP.
b) Ensure new long-term plans are prepared in conformance with the MDP.
c) Require future municipal planning initiatives to demonstrate how they are consistent with
the MDP.
d) Require that Administration provide Council with a report on progress made towards the
vision every four years.
e) Require a major review of the MDP every ten (10) years to ensure that the goals, policy
directions, processes and actions reflect current growth forecasts, market trends, overall
community values and Hinton’s financial capacity.
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Introduction
The Municipal Development Plan (MDP) provides direction for decision-making by Council and Administration
regarding future growth and development in Hinton. However, land development – both within the established
areas of Hinton and in undeveloped lands within Hinton’s corporate boundaries – requires more detailed
planning and policies that are unsuitable for a high-level planning document like the MDP.
The intent of these Land Development Guidelines is to provide a framework and set of requirements for land
development in Hinton. The Guidelines – prepared with respect to provincial legislation; notably, the Municipal
Government Act (MGA) and the Subdivision and Development Regulation (SDR) – outline the additional stages
of planning and required supporting documents that act as a bridge between the MDP and the building permits
required for construction. Figure 1, below, provides an overview of where the material discussed herein applies.
Please Note: Staff from Hinton’s Planning & Development Division (P&D) are available to assist Applicants in
navigating the approval process. Meeting with P&D early can help avoid delays and ensure that projects proceed
in an efficient and timely manner.

FIGURE 1 – WHAT APPLIES WHERE
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Municipal Development Plan &
Land Use Bylaw
(Applicable throughout Hinton’s Corporate Boundaries)

Two of the most important planning documents in a municipality are its Municipal Development Plan
and Land Use Bylaw (LUB). Hinton’s MDP (Bylaw No. 1084) is a statutory plan, adopted by local bylaw,
which guides growth and development in Hinton – providing a framework for more detailed and specific
plans, policies and programs. The LUB (Bylaw No. 1088) regulates land use and development within
Hinton – organizing Hinton into Land Use Districts, and outlining the permitted and discretionary uses
within each District.
Taken together, the MDP sets the framework for how Hinton grows and the LUB directs day-to-day
development decisions.
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Established Area Guidelines
(For Development in Hinton’s Established Areas)

B

The Established Area Guidelines (EAG), found in Appendix B of the MDP, set common standards for the
redevelopment, preservation or rehabilitation of existing lands and/or buildings within Hinton’s
established areas. EAG policies are designed to apply only to private lands within the established areas
(see Figure 1). These boundaries may be amended in the future to include areas which are subsequently
developed within one of Hinton’s Area Structure Plans. The EAG are organized around Hinton’s
residential, commercial, and industrial districts and contain policies that:


Support infill development



Promote FireSmart best practices



Recognize and protect the unique character of existing commercial nodes, and



Encourage efficient re-development and sustainable practices.
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Area Structure Plans
(For Development in Hinton’s Predominantly Undeveloped Areas)

Area Structure Plans (ASPs) are stand-alone statutory documents, prepared by Hinton, that provide
direction for future land use patterns, transportation networks and infrastructure in new
neighbourhoods. Two ASPs have been adopted by Council to-date – the West ASP (Bylaw No. 1117) and
East ASP (Bylaw No. 1118) – and a future South ASP is in development.
Each ASP addresses the matters identified in Section 633 of the MGA and, in general, contains:


General land uses and proposed densities



General locations for schools, open space and municipal facilities



General locations of major transportation routes and public utilities, and



The proposed sequencing of future development.
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Outline Plans
(For Development within ASP Plan Boundaries)

DEVELOPER
CREATED
OUTLINE
PLAN

EAST
ASP

An Outline Plan is the detailed plan for the development of a new neighbourhood. It consists of a standalone
map (the Outline Plan) and a background report (the Outline Plan Background Report) as well as additional
supporting studies. Outline Plans are not legislated under the MGA, but are important decision-making tools
to protect the intent of the ASP in which they are located. The design of an Outline Plan is informed by the
policy, sequencing and development considerations as laid out in its respective ASP. Generally, an Outline
Plan area is in the range of 160 acres (±64.7 hectares) or one quarter section in size, but may be smaller or
larger depending on land ownership and other specific circumstances.
Outline Plans and Land Use Amendments may be granted concurrently. In Hinton’s planning process, the
development of an Outline Plan is referred to as the Outline Plan/Land Use Amendment stage.

Outline Plan Requirements
The following items comprise a complete Outline Plan Application:

□ Completed data sheet (found in Appendix A).
□ Application Fees (as prescribed in the Fees Bylaw No. 1104).
□ Current copy of the Certificate(s) of Title of affected parcels (obtained within 30 days of submission).
□ Current copies of any restrictive covenants, utility rights-of-way, easements or caveats registered on
the Certificate(s) of Title (obtained within 30 days of submission).
□ 2 hardcopies of the proposed Outline Plan, printed at a minimum scale of 1:2000, and a digital (PDF)
copy, with all dimensions and areas in metric, showing:
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o north arrow
o legal description of the Outline Plan area
o Outline Plan area boundary
o ownership boundaries (if different from Outline Plan area boundary)
o plan area location within the parent ASP
o proposed land uses
o proposed street names (as prescribed in the Naming Policy Bylaw No. 079)
o existing contours with a minimum contour interval of 1.5 metres
o sloped lands greater than 15% (if applicable)
o proposed road network identifying road standards, any road closures, and any temporary and
emergency access roads and turnarounds
o preliminary layout of proposed and existing utility systems (water, sanitary and storm), including highpressure gas lines, pipelines, and overhead powerlines and associated setbacks
Note: detailed design of shallow utility alignments are determined concurrent to the subdivision stage
o proposed municipal reserve (MR) and environmental reserve (ER) allocations
o location of school sites (if applicable)
o location of snow storage accommodation sites
o existing vegetation, water bodies and any unique species or topographical features
o floodway and floodplain lines (if applicable)
o offsite infrastructure required to service and access the Outline Plan area, and
o any public facilities identified in the ASP.

Outline Plan Supporting Studies
The following studies are required to be prepared in support of an Outline Plan:

□ 2 hardcopies of the Outline Plan Background Report and a digital (PDF) copy which includes:
o an ‘existing conditions map’ including the location of any underground mines and sour gas wells
and facilities within 1.5 kilometers of the Outline Plan area
o an explanation of existing conditions within the Outline Plan area and any existing edge conditions
that may influence the development
o an explanation of any architectural or design guidelines that establish a theme for the development
o an explanation of how FireSmart and Crime Prevention Through Environmental Design (CPTED) Best
Practices have been incorporated
o an explanation of how municipal reserve (MR) dedication requirements will be met
o a colour blocked ‘land use map’ and rationale for proposed land uses
o a ‘land development statistics tables’, including land use breakdown and density/intensity calculations
o preliminary site concepts for community amenities, commercial development and multi-family
sites (as applicable)
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o snow storage and removal plans for multi-family development (if applicable)
o a ‘development phasing map’ that identifies the sequence of development

□ Historical Resource Overview (HRO), and if required, a Historical Resource Impact Assessment (HRIA)
□ Geotechnical Report (including Slope Stability Analysis if any slopes are greater than 15%)
□ Stormwater Management Plan
□ Water/Wastewater Servicing Strategies
□ Traffic Impact Assessment (TIA)
The following studies may also be required to be prepared at the discretion of P&D:

□ Phase 1 Environmental Site Assessment (ESA)
□ Groundwater impact analysis and soils study
□ Market Study Analysis for commercial sites
□ Wildfire Risk Assessment
Note: An Outline Plan for a recreation area only requires an Outline Plan, Outline Plan Background Report, and
Geotechnical Report; all other supporting studies are discretionary.

Outline Plan Approval Process
The following steps constitute the Outline Plan Application approval process:
Pre-Application Meeting – The Outline Plan process begins with a pre-application meeting between the
Applicant and P&D to review the proposed Outline Plan in its early development in order to discuss the plan
area, context, reserves and fees owing, and any required supporting studies.
Submission & Review – Once complete, the proposed Outline Plan and supporting studies are submitted
to P&D for review to ensure content requirements are met. P&D may request further studies and
additional information for clarification. P&D will determine whether the Outline Plan conforms to the
parent ASP (and can be approved by the Development Authority) or whether the Outline Plan will trigger
an Amendment to the parent ASP (and must be approved by Council).
Outline Plan Conforms to ASP

ASP Amendment Required

No First Reading Required – P&D will proceed to
the next step.

First Reading Required – Council will be requested
to give first reading of the Amending Bylaw.

Circulation & Public Consultation – The proposed Outline Plan is circulated to municipal service providers,
outside approval agencies, affected interest groups, and adjacent landowners. A minimum of one (1) open house
is also required at this time in order to provide information to the general public and gather feedback. All costs
associated with advertising and conducting open houses are the responsibility of the Applicant.
Resolution of Issues – After circulation and public consultation feedback is received, any needed amendments
can be made by the Applicant and integrated into the proposed Outline Plan and Outline Plan Report.
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P&D Report – After any required amendments are addressed, P&D will prepare a report for the Development
Authority (if the Outline Plan conforms to the parent ASP) or Council (if the Outline Plan triggers an
amendment to the parent ASP).
Outline Plan Conforms to ASP

ASP Amendment Required

Development Authority Decision – The Development Public Hearing – P&D will schedule a public hearing that
Authority will review the P&D Report and may:
must be advertised for two weeks in a local newspaper
and circulated to adjacent landowners. At the public
• Approve the Outline Plan,
hearing P&D will present their report to Council and
• Request that certain requirements are met or
interested parties will be provided an opportunity to
more information is provided prior to approval of
provide comments (in favour or against) on the
the Outline Plan.
application before Council.
Second & Third Reading – Following the public
hearing, Council will then consider second and third
readings on the ASP Amendment (this may occur
directly after the public hearing or at a future
meeting of Council). Council may:
•

Approve the ASP Amendment,

•

Make amendments considered necessary at
second reading and approve the ASP Amendment
as amended,

•

Table the ASP Amendment until certain
requirements are met or more information is
provided and/or refer back to P&D for further
review, or

•

Defeat the ASP Amendment.

If Council defeats the ASP Amendment, the Applicant
may not apply for the same amendment for the same
parcel until six (6) months have expired, unless in the
opinion of the Development Authority, the reasons for
the refusal have been adequately addressed or the
circumstances of the application have changed
significantly.
When the ASP Amendment is approved, the Outline
Plan is considered concurrently approved and will be
incorporated into the ASP Development Concept.
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FIGURE 2 – OUTLINE PLAN APPROVAL PROCESS DIAGRAM
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Subdivision Applications
(Local Application across Hinton’s Corporate Boundaries)

Subdivision is the dividing of a single parcel of land into two or more parcels, each to be given a separate
title. Subdivision is also used to adjust existing lot lines. An application for subdivision must be made by a
landowner or agent acting on behalf of the landowner. Subdivision can occur by tentative plan or instrument:


A Tentative Plan of Subdivision is prepared by a legal surveyor when creating two or more parcels
that require a legal survey. The tentative plan may be based upon an approved Outline Plan but will
include more detail.



Subdivision by Instrument occurs in situations where additional parcel(s) will be created and they can
be described without a survey. The description identifying the new parcel must be prepared by a legal
surveyor satisfactory to the Land Titles Office.
Subdivision by instrument is the form of subdivision often used for splitting lots for infill development. Such
infill subdivisions, within Hinton’s established areas, may be accompanied by a Land Use Amendment
and/or a Development Permit Application describing the structure proposed on at least one of the new lots.

The Subdivision Authority, as defined in Section 623 of the MGA, is authorized to make subdivision
decisions on behalf of Hinton.

Dedicated Lands
As outlined in Section 661 of the MGA, the owner of a parcel of land that is the subject of a proposed
subdivision must provide, without compensation, to the Crown in right of Alberta or a municipality, land for
roads, public utilities which may not exceed 30% of the total parcel area less land taken as environmental
reserve and/or environmental easement.
Notwithstanding Section 663, the owner must provide land for municipal reserve, school reserve, municipal
and school reserve, money in place of any or all of those reserves, or a combination of reserves and cash-inlieu. Lands dedicated for the purpose of municipal reserves shall equal up to 10% of the parcel of land less
that land required for the purpose of environmental reserves and/or environmental easements. Municipal
reserve may be deferred to future development phases providing the development follows an approved Outline
Plan that identifies where the future reserve areas are to be located.
Cash-in-lieu of reserve dedication must represent the fair market value of the land to be dedicated as determined
through a market value appraisal of the existing parcel of land within 35 days of the submission of the Subdivision
Application to Hinton. The total amount of money provided may not exceed 10% of the appraised market
value of the total parcel area less those lands dedicated to environmental reserve.
Pursuant to Section 663, no reserves or cash-in-lieu are required if:
• one lot is to be created from a quarter section of land,
•

land is to be subdivided into lots of 16.0 hectares or more and is to be used only for agricultural
purposes,
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•

the land to be subdivided is 0.8 hectares or less, or

•

compensation has been provided under previous legislation

Areas of limited size (not serving as a pedestrian linkage), for the purposes of placement of utilities, or
considered as non-developable lands, may not be accepted as satisfying the 10% reserve dedication
requirement. In no case shall pedestrian links less than 6m in width qualify for reserve dedication. Dry or
wet stormwater ponds, below the 100-year flood level, are considered Public Utility Lots, not reserve.

Subdivision Application Requirements
The following items comprise a complete Subdivision Application:

□ Completed Application Form (a copy can be found in Appendix B)
□ Application Fees (as prescribed in the Fees Bylaw No. 1104).
□ Current copy of the Certificate(s) of Title of affected parcels (dated within 30 days).
□ Current copies of any restrictive covenants, utility rights-of-way, easements or caveats registered on
the Certificate(s) of Title (dated within 30 days).
□ Copy of the Tentative Plan of Subdivision prepared by a legal surveyor (except where subdivision is
occurring by instrument).
□ Three to five (3-5) coloured photographs showing affected lands and adjacent area.
□ Context Plan showing lands to be subdivided as described in the Certificate(s) of Title, and indicating the
portion to be registered.
□ A Real Property Report if there is a structure on site and it will not be removed.
□ At the discretion of the Subdivision Authority, any supporting studies, plans or other information
deemed necessary.

Subdivision Application Approval Process
The following steps constitute the Subdivision Application approval process:
Submission & Review – Complete Subdivision Applications are submitted to the P&D for review to ensure
content requirements are met and that it conforms to local plans and guidelines. P&D may request further
studies and additional information for clarification.
Circulation – The Subdivision Application is circulated to municipal service providers, outside approval
agencies, affected interest groups, and adjacent landowners.
Resolution of Issues – After circulation feedback is received, any needed amendments can be made by
the Applicant and integrated into the Subdivision Application.
Subdivision Authority Decision – After any required amendments are addressed, the Subdivision Authority may:
•

Reject the Subdivision Application

•

Approve the Tentative Plan of Subdivision/Subdivision Application with Conditions of Approval

The Subdivision Authority will then issue a written decision to the Applicant.
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The Applicant can file an appeal against a rejection or condition of approval with the Inter-Municipal
Assessment Review, Subdivision and Development Appeal Board (IMARSDAB), within 14 days of receiving
the written decision.
When the Tentative Plan of Subdivision is approved, it becomes a legal document that is valid for one year.
Legal Survey of Tentative Plan – The legal surveyor, on behalf of the Applicant, surveys the approved Tentative
Plan of Subdivision lands and posts survey pins. At this time any legal documents, such as access agreements
and discharges, are prepared for the Land Titles Office.
Endorsement of Final Plan (Linen) – The Final Plan of Endorsement, also known as the “linen,” provides an
accurate record of the survey markers placed in the ground marking out the new subdivision. It provides details
as to the location, orientation and size of the newly created parcel. The final plan must be submitted to the
Subdivision Authority for endorsement within one year of the approval of the Tentative Plan.
Alberta Land Titles Registration – Within one year of the Final Plan being endorsed, it must be submitted to
the Land Titles Office for registration. Once the legal plan is registered, titles for each parcel can be created and
land can be transferred.
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FIGURE 3 – SUBDIVISION APPROVAL PROCESS DIAGRAM
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Land Use Amendments
(Local Application across Hinton’s Corporate Boundaries)

The designation of a land use is the legal organization or control of the use and intensity of development on a
parcel of land. Each Land Use District within Hinton’s LUB includes a list of permitted and discretionary uses
and the requirements for each District. A land use amendment is required when a new use is added to a Land
Use District or the landowner would like to change the land use designation of a parcel(s).
An application to amend or re-designate a land use is a formal process in which the land use of a particular
parcel(s) is re-designated by Council through an Amending Bylaw. In order for this to occur the proposed land
use must reflect one of the Land Use Districts established in the LUB or the Applicant may propose to create a
new Land Use District. The Development Authority, as enabled in section 624 of the MGA, is authorized to
make development decisions on behalf of Hinton; however Amending Bylaws are adopted by Council.
Land Use Amendment applications can be submitted concurrently with an Outline Plan, Plan of Subdivision or
Development Permit, or as a separate application. Applications for Land Use Amendments shall be subject to
the requirements and regulations contained in Section 2 of the Land Use Bylaw.

Land Use Amendment Application Requirements
The following items comprise a complete Land Use Amendment application:

□
□
□
□

Completed Application Form (a copy can be found in Appendix C)
Application Fees (as prescribed in the Fees Bylaw No. 1104).
Current copy of the Certificate(s) of Title of affected parcels (dated within 30 days).
Current copies of any restrictive covenants, utility rights-of-way, easements or caveats registered on
the Certificate(s) of Title (dated within 30 days).
□ Three to five (3-5) coloured photographs showing affected lands and adjacent area.
□ Context Plan indicating the parcel of land to be re-designated, showing:
o north arrow
o municipal address (i.e. street address)
o legal address (i.e. plan/block/lot)
o parcel boundaries
o access and egress points
o adjacent street labels
o floodway and floodplain lines (if applicable)
o location of existing buildings and setbacks (if applicable)
o any easements, utility rights-of-way etc. (if applicable)
o any landfills, sewage treatment and/or sour gas facilities, underground mines and setbacks (if applicable)
□ At the discretion of the Development Authority, any supporting studies, plans or other information
deemed necessary.
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Direct Control Requirements
The following additional items are required when an Application is submitted for a Direct Control designation:
o
o
o
o

an explanation of why none of the existing land use districts can be used to achieve the desired use
draft Direct Control guidelines
conceptual plans demonstrating the feasibility of the proposed development
elevations of existing and proposed development

Land Use Amendment Application Approval Process
The following steps constitute the Land Use Amendment application approval process:
Pre-Application Meeting – Depending on the complexity of the application, the Applicant may choose to
meet with P&D to discuss any anticipated issues
Submission & Review – Once complete, the Land Use Amendment is submitted to P&D for review to ensure
content requirements are met and that it conforms to local plans and guidelines. P&D may request further studies
and additional information for clarification.
First Reading – Council will be requested to give first reading of the bylaw.
Circulation & Public Consultation – After first reading, the Land Use Amendment application is circulated to
municipal service providers, outside approval agencies, affected interest groups, and adjacent landowners. At
the discretion of the Development Authority, an open house(s) may be held at this time in order to provide
information to the general public and gather feedback. All costs associated with advertising and conducting
open houses are the responsibility of the developer.
Resolution of Issues – After circulation feedback is received, any needed amendments can be made by
the Applicant and integrated into Land Use Amendment application.
P&D Report & Public Hearing – After any required amendments are addressed, P&D will prepare a report
for Council and schedule a public hearing. The public hearing must be advertised for two weeks in a local
newspaper and circulated to adjacent landowners. At the public hearing, interested parties are provided
an opportunity to voice their concerns (in favour or against) on the application before Council.
Second & Third Reading – Following the public hearing, Council will then consider second and third
readings on the Land Use Amendment (this may occur directly after the public hearing or at a future
meeting of Council). Council may:
•

Approve the LUB Amendment,

•

Make amendments considered necessary at second reading and approve the LUB Amendment as amended,

•

Table the LUB Amendment until certain requirements are met or more information is provided
and/or refer back to P&D for further review, or

•

Defeat the LUB Amendment.

If Council defeats the LUB Amendment application, the Applicant may not apply for the same land use
changes for the same parcel until six (6) months have expired, unless in the opinion of the Development
Authority, the reasons for the refusal have been adequately addressed or the circumstances of the
application have changed significantly.
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FIGURE 4 – LAND USE AMENDMENT APPROVAL PROCESS DIAGRAM
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Development Agreements
(Local Application across Hinton’s Corporate Boundaries)

A Development Agreement is a legal contract between a local jurisdiction and a person who owns or
controls property within the jurisdiction, detailing the obligations of both parties and specifying the
standards and conditions that will govern development of the property. A development agreement
provides assurances to the developer that the development regulations that apply to the project will
not change during the term of the agreement.
In Alberta, Development Agreements are enabled by Section 640 of the MGA and articulated within a local
Land Use Bylaw. Specifically, Section 2-29 of Hinton’s LUB enables the Development Authority to
determine if a Development Agreement is required.
The Development Agreement details, among other things, access to the development, construction of
internal subdivision roads and the approaches to the new lots, water, wastewater and stormwater
servicing, the installation of utilities, and the municipal and environmental reserve and other open space
areas in the proposed development. Financial security, normally in the form of a letter of credit, is
typically requested by Hinton to ensure that the necessary work is carried out by the developer.
Contact Planning & Development for more information.
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Permits
(Local Application across Hinton’s Corporate Boundaries)

Development Permits
Development Permits deal with a development's impact on surrounding properties, such as construction
or renovations. A Development Permit is a document issued by the Development Authority pursuant to
Hinton’s LUB and includes, where applicable, a plan or drawing or a set of plans or drawings, specifications
or other documents, and the conditions of approval.
Information on Development Permit applications, requirements and processes are outlined in Hinton’s LUB.

Building Permits
A Building Permit is separate and distinct from a Development Permit. Building Permits deal with the
structural stability of building/structures and the health and safety of the building's occupants.
Hinton does not issue Building Permits nor provide Compliance Monitoring.
Contact Planning & Development for a current list of accredited agencies that service Hinton.

Alberta Fire Code
Contact Protective Services for direction on Fire Code compliance.
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Appendix A
Outline Plan Data Sheet
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Outline Plan No.
Advertising Date
Finalization Date
FOR OFFICE USE ONLY

OUTLINE PLAN DATA SHEET
APPLICANT

APPLICANT’S ADDRESS

OWNER

OWNER’S ADDRESS

DEVELOPER

DEVELOPER’S ADDRESS

NAME OF COMMUNITY/AREA

PHASE/STAGE

LEGAL ADDRESS

MUNICIPAL ADDRESS

AREA STRUCTURE PLAN

HECTARES

EXISTING LAND USE DISTRICTS (ZONING)
PROPOSED LAND USE DISTRICTS (ZONING)

GROSS AREA OF PLAN
Less: Environmental Reserve

ha

Less: Other

ha

GROSS DEVELOPABLE AREA (GDA)
NET AREA
Hectares

RESIDENTIAL

COMMERCIAL

INDUSTRIAL

SPECIAL DISTRICT

OTHER USE
ROADS & UTILITIES
(up to 30% of GDA)
RESERVE

R-S1
R-S2
R-S3
R-CXT
R-ACR
R-M1
R-M2
R-MAN
C-NOD
C-SHP
C-HWY
C-NBR
I-BUS
I-ECO
I-LHT
I-HVY
S-FUD
S-DC
S-COM
S-NOS
S-PRK
Roads
PUL
Credit (up to 10% of GDA)
Non-Credit
TOTAL HECTARES
TOTAL # OF UNITS
RESIDENTIAL DENSITY

ha

(
(
(
(

ha
ha
ha
ha
ha
ha
ha
ha
ha
ha
ha
ha
ha
ha
ha
ha
ha
ha
ha
ha
ha
ha
ha
ha
ha
ha
ha

%)
%)
%)
%)
-----

ha

# OF UNITS
Anticipated
Maximum
units
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Subdivision Application Form
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Subdivision No.
Application Date
Subdivision Deadline Date
FOR OFFICE USE ONLY

SUBDIVISION APPLICATION
 By Plan of Subdivision

 By Descriptive Plan

1. General Information
Landowner:
Address:
Town/City:
 P:

Province:

Postal Code:

 E:

Authorized Person Acting on Behalf of the Registered Owner
Applicant:
Address:
Town/City:
 P:

Province:

Postal Code:

 E:

2. Legal Description and Area of Land to be Subdivided:
All/Part of the ____________ 1/4 Sec. _________ Twp. _________ Range __________ West 5th Meridian
Being all/parts of Plan______________ Block ________ Lot _________ C of T ______________________
Area of the parcel(s) to be subdivided: ______________________________________________________
Municipal Address: _____________________________________________________________________
3. Location of the Land to be Subdivided
• Is the land immediately adjacent to the municipal boundary?
 Yes  No
• Is the land within 0.8 km of the right-of-way of a Highway?
 Yes  No
If “Yes”, the Highway is No. __________________; the Secondary Road is No. ____________________
• Is the land situated within 0.8 km of a river, stream, watercourse, lake or other permanent body of water,
or a canal or drainage ditch?  Yes  No; If “Yes” state its name: ____________________________
• Is the land within 1.5 km of a sour gas facility?
 Yes  No
• Does the land contain an active, reclaimed or abandoned oil or gas well?  Yes  No
If “Yes”, attach a list of any abandoned well sites on the lands including location coordinates. Please
contact Alberta Energy Regulator (AER) for this information.
4. Existing and Proposed Use of Land to be Subdivided:
• Existing use of the land: _______________________________________________________________
• Proposed use of the land: _____________________________________________________________
• The designated use of the land as classified under Land Use Bylaw: ____________________________
5. Physical Characteristics of Land to be Subdivided:
• Nature of the topography of the land (flat, rolling, steep, mixed): ________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________________
• Nature of the vegetation and water on the land (brush, shrubs, tree stands, woodlots, sloughs, creeks ...)
___________________________________________________________________________________
• Type of soil (sandy, loam, clay, etc.) ______________________________________________________
Town of Hinton - 2nd Floor, 131 Civic Centre Road, Hinton, AB T7V 2E5
 E: planninganddevelopment@hinton.ca |  P: 780-865-6010

6. Existing Buildings on the Land Proposed to be Subdivided:
• Describe any buildings, historical or otherwise, and any structures on the land and whether they are to be
demolished or moved: _________________________________________________________________
7. Proposed Subdivision and Servicing of the Land to be Subdivided:
•
•
•
•

Total number of parcels being created (including remnant): ____________________________________
Size of parcel(s) being created: __________________________________________________________
Is the proposed subdivision to be serviced by municipal water and sewer?  Yes  No
Describe proposed water supply and sewage disposal________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________________

8. Municipal Reserve Dedication:





Land Dedication (location and areas to be shown on Tentative Plan)
Money in place of reserves
Deferred Reserve (by Caveat)
Not Applicable (please describe):_______________________________________________________

I, ___________________________________________________________________ hereby certify that I am:
(Please Print Name)

 the registered owner, or
 the agent authorized to act on behalf of the registered owner
and that the information given on the form is complete and is, to the best of my knowledge, a true statement of
the facts relating to this Application for Subdivision approval. I/We hereby give my/our consent to allow the
Subdivision Approving Authority or a person appointed by it the right to enter the above land with respect to
this application only.
Signed ___________________________________

Date: ____________________________________

Authorization from Registered Owners(s) of land subject to subdivision:
Signed ___________________________________

Date: ____________________________________

4. Fees:

Application Fee
$______________
Other (_____________) $______________
TOTAL
And is

Note: All fees are payable in full at time of application.

$______________

Note: When counting lots, include remnant parcel as a lot.

Check List for Complete Application
 Fully completed Application Form
 Tentative Plan (prepared by an Alberta Land Surveyor)
 Current copy(ies) of the Certificate of Title
 Current copies of all restrictive covenants, utility rights of way, easements or caveats registered on title
 Application Fee
 Any supporting studies, plans or other information deemed necessary
The personal Information is being collected under the authority of the Municipal Government Act M-26.1 and will be used for administering the affairs of the Town of Hinton and provision of services. It is protected by
the privacy provisions of the Freedom of Information and Protection of Privacy Act. If you have any questions about the collection, contact the Town of Hinton FOIP Co-ordinator.
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Appendix C
Statutory Plan Amendment Application Form
(For Use When Applying for Land Use Amendments)
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Amendment No.
Advertising Date
Finalization Date
FOR OFFICE USE ONLY

STATUTORY PLAN AMENDMENT APPLICATION
1. GENERAL INFORMATION:
Applicant:
Address:
Town/City:

Province:

 P:

Postal Code:

 E:

If Different Than Above
Landowner:
Address:
Town/City:

Province:

 P:

Postal Code:

 E:

 Landowner Consent Form Attached
2. PROPERTY:
Civic Address :

________________________________________________________________________________________

Legal Description: Plan: ________________ Block ______ Lot ______ or, ____ - ____ - ____ - ____ - W5
Land Use District: _____________

Qtr

Sec

3. AMENDMENT PROPOSED:

4. REASONS IN SUPPORT OF APPLICATION FOR AMENDMENT:

Town of Hinton - 2nd Floor, 131 Civic Centre Road, Hinton, AB T7V 2E5
 E: planninganddevelopment@hinton.ca |  P: 780-865-6010

Twp

Rge

Mer

5. FEES, ETC.
Application Fee

$______________

Other Applicable Fees

$______________

TOTAL

$______________

Note: All fees are payable at time of application.

REQUIRED DOCUMENTS:
 Application Fee
 Landowner Authorization
 Current Certificate of Title
 Right of Entry Authorization
Further information may be required to complete this application.

__________________________________________
Signature of Applicant

___________________________________
Date

The personal Information is being collected under the authority of the Municipal Government Act M-26.1 and will be used for administering the affairs of the Town of Hinton and provision of services. It is protected by
the privacy provisions of the Freedom of Information and Protection of Privacy Act. If you have any questions about the collection, contact the Town of Hinton FOIP Co-ordinator.
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Introduction
Purpose
The Established Area Guidelines (EAG) set common standards for the redevelopment,
preservation or rehabilitation of existing lands and/or buildings within Hinton’s Established Areas
(see Figure 1). EAG policies apply only to Hinton’s Established Areas and are designed to
encourage and facilitate redevelopment that is complementary to the existing built environment.
How to Use These Guidelines
Privately owned land within Hinton’s Established Areas has been organized into three categories
based on the prevailing use of the land: Residential, Commercial and Industrial Development.
Owners that wish to redevelop their land should review the section that covers the current (or
intended) land use of the subject parcel(s).
The illustrations within these guidelines, while reflective of the policies herein, are for
informational purposes only.
Importantly, any development in Hinton needs to conform to Hinton’s Land Use Bylaw (LUB) No.
1088, as amended. Table 1 outlines the three development categories and their corresponding
Land Use Districts from the LUB:

TABLE 1 – LAND USE DISTRICTS
Category

Land Use Districts

Residential
Development

R-S1
R-S2
R-S3
R-CXT
R-M1
R-M2
R-MAN
R-ACR
C-NOD
C-SHP
C-HWY
C-NBR
I-BUS
I-ECO
I-LHT
I-HVY

Commercial
Development

Industrial
Development

Single Detached Residential Large Lot
Single Detached Residential Standard Lot
Residential Narrow Lot
Contextual Residential
Low Density Multiple Dwelling Residential
Medium to High Density Multiple Dwelling Residential
Manufactured Housing
Acreage Residential
Urban Node Commercial
Shopping Centre Commercial
Highway Commercial
Neighbourhood Commercial
Business Industrial
Eco-Industrial
Light Industrial
Heavy Industrial
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Approvals
Through the development permit process as described in Hinton’s LUB, the Development
Authority is responsible for ensuring all future development aligns with the EAG.
If a standalone Area Redevelopment Plan (ARP) is prepared for any lands within Hinton’s
Established Areas, the policies of the ARP will conform to these guidelines.
Any exceptions to the policies herein are at the discretion of the Development Authority.

Monitoring & Review
The EAG are a long-term policy document that supports the vision of Hinton’s Municipal
Development Plan (MDP) No. 1084, as amended, as it applies to development within Hinton’s
Established Areas – outlining policies that work towards achieving that vision over time.
The policies within the EAG will be monitored and should be reviewed and updated with the 10 year
review of the MDP. The EAG may also be amended in response to changes in the overall policy
direction within Hinton or as the result of specific development applications.

Amending the Guidelines
As the lands within the developing areas are built-out, amendments to the EAG boundaries may
be undertaken to incorporate these lands into Hinton’s Established Areas.
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Residential Development
Buildings
Small Scale Infill
Small scale infill includes single detached, semi-detached, duplex, row house, townhouse and stacked
townhouse units on parcels smaller than one hectare.
a)

Refrain from using Cedar shakes for roofing.

b) Use similar, or complementary, building materials to the neighbourhood context.
c)

Use similar proportions to the neighbourhood context.

d) Make sure front yard setbacks are consistent with existing development on adjacent lots

(average of three units left and right, as applicable).
e)

Limit the basement elevation of a building of two or more storeys to a maximum 1.2 metres
above grade.

f)

Place windows, doors, decks, and patios in a manner that respects the privacy of adjacent dwellings.

g)

Orient row housing towards the primary fronting street.

Residential infill should respect the character and sense of place of the existing neighbourhood.

Large Scale Infill
Large scale infill includes multi-unit and mixed use developments on parcels larger than one hectare.
h) Locate large scale infill near Hinton’s key activity nodes such as the Mountain View or Hardisty

Commercial Districts or Park West Mall.
i)

Orient primary frontages, entrances and lobbies of buildings towards the street or public open
spaces.

j)

Orient commercial use entrances, in mixed use developments, towards the street or public open
spaces and make sure they are accessible from the ground level.

k)

Provide individual private entrances for all ground level dwelling units that front onto public
streets.

l)

Mitigate shadow impacts through the massing and stepping back of upper storeys.

Hinton
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m) Provide common outdoor amenity

space on-site where there are
opportunities for natural
surveillance, sunlight and weather
protection, where possible.
n) Design large-scale infill sites to

provide a high degree of
connectivity to streets, pathways
and open spaces.
o) Design sites to minimize overlook

and loss of privacy on adjacent
properties.

Primary frontages of Large Scale infill should be oriented towards the street
or public open spaces. A high degree of connectivity is also desirable.

Secondary Suites (Internal)
p) Provide all residents access to common outdoor amenity space.
q) Retain the original character of the principal dwelling in any structural changes made to its

exterior in order to accommodate the creation of a secondary suite.
r)

Provide independent and separate entrances to all secondary suites.

Secondary Suites (External)
s) Provide sufficient separation space between the secondary suite and principal dwelling to
accommodate amenity space for both dwellings.
t)

Locate the secondary suite in the back yard.

u) Make sure the design of a secondary suite is consistent in appearance and proportion to the

principal dwelling.

Various options for both external and internal secondary suites may be considered.
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Vacant Buildings
v) You are encouraged to adapt existing vacant non-residential buildings for residential use.
w) Maintain buildings in good repair.
x)

Board over any damaged windows and doors with clean, paint matched and properly fitted wood.

y)

Remove any graffiti and posters.

Parcels
a) Refrain from developing in the provincially established floodway or flood fringe.
b) Remove vegetation and other debris that could be a wildfire or wildlife risk from within 10

metres of a structure.
Vacant Parcels
c)

Maintain vacant parcels so that they are free of weeds or debris, until a development
permit is approved.

d) Refrain from using vacant parcels for storage.

Landscaping
a) Retain mature, healthy trees on parcels.
b) Create continuity between landscaped areas and adjacent parcels and park areas.
c)

Plant fire resistant landscaping species as identified in the Hinton Mitigation Strategy.

Parking
Small Scale Infill
a) Locate garages/parking structure access in rear lanes, where possible.
Large Scale Infill
b) Provide underground parking, where possible.
c)

Provide adequate lighting and clear sightlines in at-grade parking areas.

d) Provide space for snow storage in at-grade parking areas.
e)

Use landscaping and/or architectural elements to screen above ground parking structures.

Secondary Suites
f) Provide sufficient on-site parking for all residents.

Servicing
a) Align with the requirements of Hinton’s Minimum Engineering Design Standards, as amended.
b) Locate utilities underground, where feasible.
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Commercial Development
Buildings
General Commercial
a) Use fire-rated roofing materials on all Buildings and Structures.
b) Minimize night sky light pollution by shielding outdoor lighting and directing lights towards

the ground.
c)

Consider incorporating end-of-trip facilities for cyclists such as showers, lockers and secure
bicycle storage.

d) For new buildings, consider:

i.

Incorporating green roofs where practical;

ii. Incorporating roof runoff storage and distribution systems to provide temporary nonpotable water supplies to use where appropriate;
iii. Striving to achieve energy efficiency at least 10% better than the Model National Energy
Code for Buildings (MNECB) baseline; and
iv. Utilizing geothermal and/or solar energy systems.
e)

Avoid alcoves, insets, entrances and other building features that create “concealment areas.”

f)

Orient primary frontages, entrances and lobbies of commercial buildings towards the street.

g)

Provide variation in building scale and massing.

h) Mitigate shadow impacts through the massing and stepping back of upper storeys.

Appropriate massing mitigates street level shadows.
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Vacant Buildings
i) Maintain buildings in good repair.
j)

Board over any damaged windows and doors with clean, paint matched and properly fitted wood.

k)

Remove any graffiti and posters.
Remove any signage.

l)

Buildings Along the Highway 16 Corridor
Development along the Highway 16 corridor is highly visible and provides the first impressions of
Hinton. It should be reflective of Hinton’s mountain setting and community pride.
m) Follow the below architectural guidelines for infill development:

i.

Façades: use natural materials such as brick, wood or stone;

ii. Exterior Wall Finishes: use materials or detailing that distinguishes the overall building from
its base with natural tones for the majority of the building while using brighter colours to
highlight features and provide a visual break in large buildings;
iii. Side Walls (on a street corner): reflect the front façade theme in the side elevation;
iv. Roofs: use parapets to screen rooftop mechanical equipment;
v. Entry Doors and Window Frames: Provide architectural detailing, recessing or protruding
windows or entries;
vi. Awnings: use colours that suit façade design; and
vii. Signs: use signage that is appropriately sized for proximity along the corridor.
Mountain View Commercial District
The Mountain View Commercial District (see Figure 2) is visible from Highway 16 and is focused
around a central green space where the Visitor Information Centre is located. The built environment
has a “Mountain Lodge” theme which is aesthetically represented by heavy timber, stone, wood,
and glass storefronts.
n) Respect the existing character of the Commercial District.
o) Consider mixed-used infill within the Commercial District.
p) Follow the below architectural guidelines for infill development:

i.

Façades: use natural materials and neutral tones/shades and carry along the base to a
height of approximately 0.6 metres from the ground level;

ii. Exterior Wall Finishes: use stucco, stone, wood or similar material;
iii. Side Walls (on a street corner): reflect the front façade theme along the side elevation
iv. Roofs: provide a minimum pitch of 8:12 and use standing seam metal shingles;
v. Rooftop Equipment: provide a screen or louver around rooftop mechanical equipment;
vi. Entry Doors and Window Frames: use wood or similar product with larger window areas;
vii. Awnings: if an awning is used, use fabric awnings in colours that suit façade design; and
viii. Signs: use simple fascia or wooden projecting signs.
q) If required, enter into an encroachment agreement along the front façade for any columns,

pilasters or foundations.
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FIGURE 2 – MOUNTAIN VIEW COMMERCIAL DISTRICT

Refer to LUB No. 1088, as amended, for the most recent Commercial District (C-NOD) Boundaries.

Hardisty Commercial District
The Hardisty Commercial District, located in the Valley (see Figure 3), is a pedestrian-oriented retail and
services node. The built environment has an “Old Drinnan Town” theme (named so after the village that
was amalgamated with Hinton in the 1950s), that is characterized by historic storefronts with stepped
parapets, striped canopies, and brick and clapboard wood storefronts with cornice moldings.
r)

Respect the existing character of the Commercial District.

s)

Consider mixed-used infill within the Commercial District.

t)

Follow the below architectural guidelines for infill development:
i.

Façades: use natural materials such as brick, wood or stone;

ii. Exterior Wall Finishes: use stucco, brick, wood or similar material with tones/shades of
white, grey and maroon, and limit the use of metal, vinyl or textured concrete block;
iii. Side Walls (on a street corner): reflect the front façade theme in the side elevation;
iv. Roofs: ensure that parapets are primarily flat or stepped;
v. Rooftop Equipment: provide a screen or louver around rooftop mechanical equipment;
vi. Entry Doors and Window Frames: use wood or similar product with larger window areas;
vii. Awnings: use fabric awnings in colours that suit façade design; and
viii. Signs: use awning/canopy, fascia or projecting signs.
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FIGURE 3 – HARDISTY COMMERCIAL DISTRICT

Refer to LUB No. 1088, as amended, for the most recent Commercial District (C-NOD) Boundaries.

Parcels
a) Refrain from developing in the
provincially established
floodway or flood fringe.
b) Remove vegetation and other

debris that could be a wildfire
or wildlife risk from within 10
metres of a structure.
c)

Provide dedicated space for
seasonal uses, such as sidewalk
cafes and markets, where
appropriate.

d) Design infill parcels to provide

high connectivity to streets,
pathways and open spaces.

Make sure development follow’s development setbacks.
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Vacant Parcels
e)

Maintain vacant parcels so that they are free of weeds or debris.

f)

Refrain from using vacant parcels for storage.

Landscaping
a) Retain mature, healthy trees on parcels.
b) Create continuity between landscaped areas and adjacent parcels and park areas.
c) Plant fire resistant landscaping species as identified in the Hinton FireSmart Mitigation
Strategy, as amended.
d) Prune limbs of all coniferous trees to a minimum height of 2.0 metres from grade.
e) Use landscaping and/or architectural elements to visually enhance commercial parcels.
f) Differentiate public and semi-public spaces from private spaces through design elements such
as paving or grading, raised planters or other landscaping features.

Maintain lines-of-sight by trimming conifers 2.0 metres from grade.
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Parking
a) Design parking and other paved areas to minimize surface water runoff, using strategies such as:
i. Reducing roadway surfaces (e.g. shared driveways);
ii. Directing runoff to landscaped filter strips, bio-swales, and bio-filtration strips; and
iii. Installing permeable/semipermeable parking lot and
roadway surfaces.
b) Provide parking for
small/alternative/carpool
vehicles in preferential
locations.
c) Plant trees and shrubs in
parking lot medians to
intercept precipitation, reduce
surface heating, enhance
appearance and protect
pedestrians from the
elements.
d) Provide adequate lighting and
clear sightlines in parking areas.
e) Provide snow storage in
parking lots.
Landscaped, well-connected, parking areas enhance the walkability of
commercial areas.

Servicing
a) Align with the requirements of Hinton’s Minimum Engineering Design Standards, as amended.
b) Locate utilities underground, where feasible.
c)

Consider opportunities to share energy, heating and cooling systems between your development
and neighbouring developments.
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Industrial Development
Buildings
a) Use fire-rated roofing materials on all Buildings and Structures.
b) Minimize night sky light pollution by shielding outdoor lighting and directing lights towards
the ground.
c) Consider incorporating end-of-trip facilities for cyclists such as showers, lockers and secure
bicycle storage.
d) For new buildings, consider:

i.

Incorporating green roofs where practical;

ii. Incorporating roof runoff storage and distribution systems to provide temporary nonpotable water supplies to use where appropriate;
iii. Striving to achieve energy efficiency at least 10% better than the Model National Energy
Code for Buildings (MNECB) baseline; and
iv. Utilizing geothermal and/or solar energy systems.
Vacant Buildings
e)

Maintain buildings in good repair.

f)

Board over any damaged windows and doors with clean, paint matched and properly fitted wood.

g)

Remove any graffiti and posters.

h) Remove any signage.

Parcels
a) Refrain from developing in the
provincially established floodway
or flood fringe.
b) Remove vegetation and other

debris that could be a wildfire or
wildlife risk from within 10.0
metres of a structure.
Vacant Parcels
c)

Consider redeveloping
brownfield parcels.

d) Maintain vacant parcels so that

they are free of weeds or
debris.
e)

Refrain from using vacant
parcels for storage.
Maintain a 10.0 metre setback for Wildfire and Wildlife Safety.
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Landscaping
a) Retain mature, healthy trees on parcels.
b) Create continuity between landscaped areas and adjacent parcels and park areas.
c) Plant fire resistant landscaping species as identified in the Hinton FireSmart Mitigation
Strategy, as amended.
d) Prune limbs of all coniferous trees to a minimum height of 2.0 metres from grade.
e) Consider xeriscaping or using other low maintenance landscaping techniques.
Parking
a) Design parking and other paved areas to minimize surface water runoff, using strategies such as:
i. Reducing roadway surfaces (e.g. shared driveways);
ii. Directing runoff to landscaped filter strips, bio-swales, and bio-filtration strips; and
iii. Installing permeable/semi-permeable parking lot and roadway surfaces.
b) Provide parking for small/alternative/carpool vehicles in preferential locations.
c) Plant trees and shrubs in parking lot medians to intercept precipitation, reduce surface
heating, enhance appearance and protect pedestrians from the elements.
d) Provide adequate lighting and clear sightlines in parking areas.
e) Provide snow storage in parking lots.
Servicing
a) Align with the requirements of Hinton’s Minimum Engineering Design Standards, as amended.
b) Locate utilities underground, where feasible.
c) Consider opportunities to share energy, heating and cooling systems between neighbouring
developments.
District Edges
a) Use landscaping and/or
architectural elements to screen
industrial development at the
edge of an industrial district
from adjacent non-industrial
lands.
Mitigate any anticipated noise
impacts on adjacent nonindustrial lands; potentially
conducting a noise attenuation
study (prepared by a qualified
professional) to determine the
best methods.
Landscaping creates a screen between industrial and adjacent nonindustrial lands.
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