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3b Hinton Station

NA-379-2
Hinton Station

Hinton Coal Branch Archives

Located in the Hinton Municipal Library, the Coal Branch
Archives opened in 2007. The Archives are dedicated to
collecting, preserving and making records available for
research and exhibition to reflect the human history of
Hinton a once thriving Coal Branch. The records are in all
formats and media including textual records, maps,
plans, drawings, photographs, film and sound recordings and microfilm. Local history books
are contained in the research library. Visitors are welcome. Call ahead for opening hours
(780-865-2363).

Source:
Glenbow Archives

In 1911, the Grand Trunk Pacific Railway (GTPR) Station was constructed at Mile 978 from
Winnipeg. In March of that year, the mileage was renamed “Hinton” to honour William
Pittman Hinton, General Passenger Agent for the Grand Trunk Pacific Railway, who later
became Vice President and General Manager. In 1916, The GTPR line was closed through
Hinton and the station remained empty until 1927 when it was rehabilitated with the
amalgamation of the Canadian Northern Railway (CNoR) and the GTPR by the Canadian
National Railway (CNR).
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King Ranch

Harry King was a C.N.R. engineer for 26 years, first owner of the Mountain Park Hotel, a large
shareholder and President of Hinton Collieries Ltd., a member of the Masonic Order, and a
member of the Brotherhood of Locomotive Engineers. This sign is located on the former King
Ranch, and gives one of the best views of the beautiful Rocky Mountains in Hinton.

Government Centre and Millenium Park

Take a drive to the innovative and sustainable Government
Centre where you will learn about Hinton’s geological past, First
Nations history and early explorers and settlers. Millenium Park
officially opened on August 17, 2001 with students and
dignitaries from Hinton’s twin city, Wanouchi, Japan. During the
ceremony, trees were planted in the park and butterflies were
released as a sign of partnership.
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Hinton Dairy

In the 1930s and 40s, Duncan Carmichael and Mary James owned this land and, with Mary's
son Willard's assistance, operated it as the Hinton Dairy. Later, the land was sold to Vic Webb
who ran the Bar.B.Q. Guest Ranch.

Hinton Municipal Library
and Archives
780-865-2363
www.hintonlibrary.org
Source: Coal Branch
Archives, Hazel Hart
Collection (Aitken).

Jim Aitken and Mary Fraser,
1920 Chev Overlander, 1934

HCBA 009.09.763
Martha Spittle on 1936
Taraplane, 1936.

Source: Coal Branch
Archives, Hazel Hart
Collection (Aitken).

HCBA 009.09.764

4

Stand at the Historical Marker, look up what is now Highway 16 and visualize main street
Hinton which consisted of a hotel, general store and a Chrysler garage, all built by Frank
Seabolt. Several small homes stretched in both directions along this corridor.
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Main Street Hinton
HCBA 009.09.122
Drug store,hospital,hotel,
grocery store,post office
and dance hall,1934.

Scan the QR Code
to see an
interactive driving
tour map of Hinton

HISTORICAL
DRIVING TOUR
OF HINTON

The mine, Hinton Collieries, was owned by Frank
Seabolt, Harry King, and Robert Jones. They opened
up this mining prospect along Happy Creek in 1929,
which struck one of Canada's richest coal seams
until its closure in 1941. This commemorative
plaque was erected for the 70th anniversary of the
tragic underground gas explosion of 1938, in which
five lives were taken. The disaster was the first in
Hinton’s coal-mining industry. The placement of the
plaque was co-sponsored by the Hinton and District
Historical Foundation and the United Mine Workers
of America.
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Source: Coal Branch
Archives, Hazel Hart
Collection (Krytor)

Coal cars hauling
from the Hinton
Mine to Railroad.
HCHCBA
009.09.721

Source:
Coal Branch
Archives Hazel Hart
Collection (Merrill)

Hinton Collieries

Roy and Dora Woodley were among Hinton's earliest pioneers. They moved from Old
Entrance to this location. In the 1960s, their son Cliff built a motel called Whispering Pines
on the family property which was referred to as Woodley Acres.
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We invite you to take this driving tour, explore our Town and
learn some of the history about the place we call home.

Woodley Homestead
Woodley Home in
Hinton

Source: Mildred Luger
photo courtesy of Cindy
LeClercq

HCBA 009.09.612
Crawford Mason and
his hunting post
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Abe and Mary’s Cattle Ranch

For over thirty years, in the 1950s - 1980s, Abe and Mary Reimer raised beef cattle on their
large ranch which now includes Mary Reimer Park. As you stand at this historical marker, try
to visualize cattle and horses grazing in fields with corrals and a barn in the distance.
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Johnson’s Pineridge
Village
Trailer
Court
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Source: Coal Branch
Archives, Hazel Hart
Collection

10 Green Square

Mason Homesteads

The Green Square is a good place for a picnic lunch. Here you can read about the fur trade and David
Thompson’s travels, early railway and automobile transportation, the Overlanders and the first tourists.
Stop in at the Visitor Information Centre to find out what the Hinton area has to offer and leave
feedback about this tour. We hope you enjoyed your visit!

From this historical marker, it is difficult to imagine the area dotted with homesteads, two of
them belonging to Crawford and Cyrus Mason who filed for homesteads in 1928. Supporting
themselves primarily by hunting, trapping, and guiding, they also organised the very popular
skating parties on the adjacent Thompson Lake.
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Woodley Homestead –
Park on Gregg Avenue and walk a
few steps along the sidewalk to
reach the sign. Historical sign is
located next to the sidewalk on
the east side of Keil Drive.
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Hinton Collieries – Park on
Gregg Avenue and walk south
along the walking path.
Memorial plaque dedicated to
coal miners is located on a large
boulder on the west side of
Happy Creek.

HCBA 009.09.754
Jim Aitken, Marion Seabolt,
Beth Berry, 1931 Ford Roadster

Source:
Coal Branch Archives, Hazel
Hart Collection (Aitken)
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Main Street Hinton and
Hinton Station – Park along
Gregg Avenue and walk up the
hill to the station which overlooks
Highway 16 and Gregg Avenue.
Historical signage featuring Frank
Seabolt is located on the west
side of the building.
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Government Centre and
Millennium Park – The
Government Centre and
Millennium Park are both located
along Civic Centre Road. Public
parking is available in front of the
Government Centre building next
to interpretive signage panels.

5

Hinton Coal Branch
Archives – The Coal Branch
Archives are located in the public
library. Ample parking is
available in the Recreation Centre
and Library parking lots.
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King Ranch – Park in the
Harry Collinge High School
parking lot and walk west to the
asphalt path. The historical sign
is located on the north side of the
path next to the baseball
diamond.
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Hinton Dairy – Park in the
Crescent Valley School parking
lot along Tamarack Avenue and
walk south along Hardisty
Avenue until you come to a
gravel trail along Hardisty Creek.
This historical sign is located on
the north side of the trail.
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Abe and Mary’s Cattle
Ranch – Park along Baker Street
or Wilson Avenue and walk north
along the asphalt trail until you
come to a large clearing with
soccer and baseball fields. The
historical sign is located on the
southeast side of the asphalt trail.
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Mason Homesteads – Park
along Brookhart Street. The
historical sign is located on the
north side of Hardisty Creek on
the west side of the sidewalk

10 Green Square – This large

open park space contains the
Hinton Visitor Centre as well as
interpretive signage and picnic
areas. Ample parking is available
surrounding the square.

Any feedback
about this tour?

Contact: Hinton Municipal
Library & Archives
780-865-2363
www.hintonlibrary.org

