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EXECUTIVE SUMMARY
EXECUTIVE SUMMARY

The preparation of a master plan for Mary Reimer Regional Park was initiated as a
joint project by the Town of Hinton and Yellowhead County. The primary focus
of the study was to determine appropriate recreational uses and site planning for
the current developed park and recently acquired reserve.
With a multitude of existing facilities, including ball diamonds, soccer fields, a
playground and riding grounds, the park is currently the largest outdoor
recreation area in Hinton. It caters for both active and passive recreation. A
variety of events are hosted at the park each year, attracting residents and visitors
alike.
To achieve a balance between active recreation, passive recreation and
conservation of natural areas, a moderate expansion of the existing developed
recreation area is proposed.
The strategy for the park includes intensive development of the existing park site
and moderate development of the adjoining expansion area. This will allow for
some growth of existing active recreation facilities as well as new facilities for
passive recreation.
The preparation of a plan for Mary Reimer Park included consultation with the
numerous site stakeholders as well as an analysis of community recreation needs
and current site conditions. A number of meetings were held to discuss the site’s
opportunities and constraints in order to determine a balanced ‘program’ for the
site.
A preferred site concept plan was selected from a number of site planning
options and was refined to create the proposed master plan (see figure 11). The
master plan has the following major features.

Environmental


A large portion of the expansion area in the southeast corner of the
park is retained primarily for conservation purposes with some trail
development.



The treed buffer, separating the park from East River Road, is
substantially retained.



A stormwater infiltration area, as recommended in the Drainage
Study, is accommodated south of the abandoned rail corridor. This
will not likely hold water as a pond unless lined.

General park facilities


The existing playground and skating rink are retained in their current
locations.



Event camping is accommodated in its current location with
additional space available in the forested area south of the
abandoned rail corridor



A new picnic area is provided in the forested area south of the
abandoned rail corridor



A general play area and park space is provided over part of the
existing soccer fields along with a hill for tobogganing



A 3 hectare fenced dogs off leash zone is proposed on the site of the
storm-water infiltration area, south of the abandoned railway, and
including the adjoining forest area
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The existing asphalt path is extended to create an accessible loop
within the park.



Trail links are provided across East River Road to the future River
View trail.



A network of trails is provided in the steep southern area of the site

Rodeo facilities


Rodeo grounds are retained in their current position with a riding
paddock adjacent.



An adjoining site is identified for a possible future indoor arena /
multi-purpose building. Initial location for club house building for
possible joint use for the soccer/Slo-pitch club and other park users.

Soccer facilities


New soccer fields are provided south east of the rodeo grounds,
partially into the existing forested area.



An amenities building is provided in this area for use by soccer, picnic
and special event users. Four full sized fields and a number of mini
junior fields have been accommodated.

Slo-pitch facilities


The ball diamonds (Slo-pitch) are retained in their current location
and 2 new fields are provided in location of existing soccer fields.

Access and Parking


The existing entry road is extended between the rodeo and slo-pitch
facilities to provide access to new soccer and picnic facilities



The existing main car park off East River Road is restructured and
resurfaced



The existing small car park off Boutin Ave is retained in its current
form



A new car park is provided for soccer fields, picnic and general park
users

EDA Collaborative Inc.
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1.0 INTRODUCTION
1.0

INTRODUCTION

1.1

Project Background
Mary Reimer Park straddles the eastern edge of the Town of Hinton and
Yellowhead County. It sits between East River Road to the north and the
Canadian National Railway line to the south (see figure 1).
With a multitude of existing facilities, including ball diamonds, soccer fields,
a playground and riding grounds, the park is the largest outdoor
recreation area in Hinton. It caters for both active and passive recreation.
A variety of events are hosted at the park each year, attracting residents
and visitors alike.
To accommodate an increasing demand for use of the site, the Town of
Hinton and Yellowhead County recently purchased 192 acres of additional
land to expand the park. Figure 2 (below) describes the composition of the
newly formed park and how the land was assembled. There are three
major land parcels making up the current park area.
1.

the original park, 60 acres (24,28Ha),

2.

recently acquired land previously leased from the Province, 138.8
acres (56.18Ha), and

3.

recently acquired land previously privately owned, 52.86 acres
(21.4Ha).

To assist with the planning of the newly formed park, the Town of Hinton
and Yellowhead County enlisted the services of EDA Collaborative Inc.

Figure 1: Location Plan
EDA Collaborative Inc.
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Figure 2: Land Assembly for Mary Reimer Regional Park
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1.2

Goals and Objectives for the Park
The project goal was to develop a Park Plan that:



Meets the needs of the current users



Provides for additional facilities and opportunities for recreational
activities



Eliminates the problems with the current park



Clearly identifies the land required for the park expansion and the
land that can be released for residential development



Gains approval of the public and two Councils

The proposed Park Plan strived for:


Agreement from all major stakeholders
A plan that meets everyone’s needs is likely not possible. However, a
successful plan will meet the most critical needs, and will be
supported by the stakeholders.



Functionality
Good access, clear vehicular and pedestrian circulation patterns,
clear land use area designations, and efficient use of available space.



Environmental Stewardship
Minimising users’ impact on the area and protect the most sensitive
areas completely.



Social Safety
The development of feasible solutions to the site’s use or misuse
where safety and risk are a concern.



Strategic Implementation
The final concept must meet the implementation timelines and
budgets of the Town, County and respective Stakeholders.

EDA Collaborative Inc.
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2.0 SITE HISTORY AND BACKROUND
2.0

SITE HISTORY AND BACKGROUND

2.1

Historical uses of the area
Pre-history
A study of potential aboriginal use of the site and its possible
archaeological significance has not been undertaken. Considering that the
site has some relatively flat areas and is located in close proximity to the
Athabasca River, it is possible that aboriginal people could have utilized the
area as a travel route and/or camping location.
Railways
A former Canadian National Railway (CNR) right-of-way bisects the site,
while a currently active railway line abuts the southeastern corner of the
park.
In the early 1900’s, the Canadian Northern Railway and the Grand Trunk
Pacific Railway were major transcontinental rail lines, often with tracks
running parallel to each other. By the late 1910’s, both railways were
experiencing financial difficulties and declared bankruptcy. The federal
government bought the railways and combined them into the Canadian
National Railway. As much of the track was redundant, many were closed.
Such was the case with the abandoned rail corridor in what is now Mary
Reimer Park.

Figure 4: Canadian Northern and Grand Trunk Pacific Railways through
Hinton (Early 1900’s)
Farming
The northern portion of the recently acquired land was previously in
private possession and was used for agricultural purposes. The land
formerly leased by the Province was used for grazing.
Mary Reimer
The original Mary Reimer Park was established in 1995 as a result of 60
acres (24.28 Ha) of agricultural land being donated to the Town in memory
of the land owner’s sister, Mary Reimer.

EDA Collaborative Inc.
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2.2

Planning Background
The following includes relevant extracts from planning documents
affecting the site.
Municipal Development Plan (1998)
The Town of Hinton Municipal Development Plan (MDP) is the Town’s
official policy pertaining to land use and development.
The MDP provides the land use framework for Mary Reimer Park and
surrounding land. The plan’s policies relating to open space and recreation
also include objectives for the management of natural areas including
those remaining in the park.
The MDP states that ‘given Hinton’s dramatic topography, every
opportunity should be made for protecting land in these areas of steep
slopes and that are unsuitable for development.’ The plan also states that
land is needed for ‘both active recreation space, where active participation
in sports and athletics may take place and for passive recreation for
amenity and aesthetics, to provide areas for walking, playing, picnicking
and the like. It is important that these areas are linked by pedestrian access
routes, serving the community’. The objective of providing a balance of
recreation types and good access is particularly relevant to Mary Reimer
Park.
Hinton East Boundary Joint Area Structure Plan (2000)
Mary Reimer Park lies on the western edge of the Hinton East Boundary
Joint Area Structure Plan (ASP) area. The purpose of the ASP (jointly
prepared by the Town of Hinton and Yellowhead County), was to ‘refine
the general policy direction and land use designations’ for lands within the
ASP area. The ASP recognized that East River Road, which provides the
main vehicular access to the park, will continue to operate as an industrial
haul road.
The designated land use for the whole of Mary Reimer Park, including the
expansion area, is for “Open Space – Active Recreation” (municipal
reserve). This coincides with the current designation in the Municipal
Development Plan. The steeply sloped and forested southern portion of
the park was considered for designation as “Open Space – Passive
Recreation Buffer” (environmental reserve).
The ASP’s objectives included the ‘protection of significant environmental
features in their natural state for the benefit of existing and future residents
using the lands within the Joint Area’.
Some flexibility was provided for possible alterative land uses north of Mary
Reimer Park adjoining the Athabasca River other than the currently
designated industrial use.
Drainage Study - Hinton East Boundary (2003) – See Appendix B
The Drainage Study, produced by UMA Engineering, was prepared as a
stormwater management plan for possible future development at the
eastern edge of Hinton. The study area includes Mary Reimer Park and
adjoining lands.
The report divided the study site into three basins for calculation purposes.
Basins 1 and 2 are partially within the park boundary.
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The main study recommendation that affects Mary Reimer Park is for a
storm-water management pond (labeled MR pond). The report proposes
that the pond accommodate a minimum storage volume of 500 cubic
metres. The suggested pond location is immediately south of the
abandoned rail corridor and north of the existing residential area. The
location is based on existing topography and could be adjusted depending
on detailed site conditions and the location of local watercourses. The
pond could be located on the existing water course (on-line) or adjoining
the watercourse (off line).
It is intended that storm-water from the pond would be discharged into an
existing westward flowing ditch at a controlled rate. The report notes that
the ditch, located south of the old railway bed, may require re-grading.
Subsequent discussions with the author of the report suggested that due
to the porous nature of the site soils, it is unlikely that the proposed pond
would hold water for any length of time. For this reason, we describe the
pond later in this report as an infiltration area. This area would need to be
graded as a shallow pond, but could then be grassed and used for other
purposes as it would be dry most of the time. If it was preferred to create
the pond for permanent water detention, it would need to be lined.
Other comments in the report regarding Cache Percotte Creek, which
crosses the eastern portion of the site, suggests that this corridor should be
protected from development due to potential flooding and to maintain
water quality. The report also mentions that low areas may need to be
filled and graded to improve drainage.
Town of Hinton Minimum Design Standards
The standards outline the minimum requirements for design and
construction of infrastructure. Certain sections of the standards are
relevant to proposed park infrastructure including utilities, roadways,
stormwater management, pathways, park development, and recreational
facilities. The standards should be referred to during the design of
upgrades and new infrastructure for Mary Reimer Regional Park.
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3.0 ANALYSIS OF BIO-PHYSICAL CONDITIONS
3.0

ANALYSIS OF BIO-PHYSICAL CON

3.1

Landform, geology and soils
The site lies within the Lower Foothills biophysical subregion, adjacent to
the Athabasca River and immediately east of the Rocky Mountains. The
Lower Foothills Subregion occurs on rolling topography created by the
deformed bedrock along the edge of the Rocky Mountains. Surficial
materials are commonly a morainal veneer or blanket over bedrock.
Extensive organic deposits occur in valleys and wet depressions. Fluvial
and glaciofluvial deposits (deposits of sediment on the bottom of rivers)
occur along major stream valleys (5).

The lower northern portion of the site is generally within the floodplain of
the Athabasca River and has predominantly sandy soils (3). The southern
portion of the site slopes steeply up from flood prone valley area.

3.2

Slope
The site ranges from relative flat in the northern portions to steeply sloped
(up to 60%) in the southeastern section. The site has a number of low
naturally ponding areas with the lowest being approximately 980 ASDM in
the northeastern portion of the newly acquired land. The highest point on
the site has an elevation of approximately 1036 ASDM. Relief on the site is
approx 56m.

3.3

Drainage
A large part of the site is flood prone due to seasonal overflow from the
nearby Athabasca River and storm drainage from a large catchment to the
south. The watercourses that cross through the site, including Cache
Percotte Creek, flow intermittently. The generally porous soils on the site
mean that water infiltrates into the ground soon after storm events have
ended.

3.4

Vegetation
Mary Reimer Regional Park consists of both forested and open developed
areas. The grasslands are in the lower central ‘valley’ of the site. This area
was cleared originally for farming and recently for development of sporting
facilities.
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Remnant forest comprised predominantly of White Spruce (Picea glauca)
remains along the northern boundary adjacent to East River Road, while
Poplar forest covers the gently sloped southern portions of the site. The
steepest north facing slopes adjoining the southern boundary of the site
are covered by a mature mixed Spruce and Poplar forest.

The forests on this site reflect the transitional nature of this subregion in
which mixed forests of White Spruce, Black Spruce, Lodgepole Pine, Balsam
Fir, Aspen, Paper Birch, and Balsam Poplar occur. (5)

3.5

Wind
The site’s location in a wide valley that extends into the nearby Rocky
Mountains results in strong winds, particularly from the southwest.
Because the currently developed portion of the site, and adjoining
undeveloped areas, have very little tree coverage, there is limited shelter
from the wind. This affects sporting use of the site, especially soccer, and
makes other activities like picnicking, walking and playing uncomfortable at
times. A wind screen fence has been placed on the south side of the
existing playground to provide some protection from the winds.
Strong winds on the site would also increase the rate of evaporation and
retard the growth rate of vegetation in open areas. This will need to be
taken into consideration when undertaking planting on the site.

3.6

Temperature
Alberta generally has a continental climate with warm summers and cold
winters. The average temperature in January is -12.5oC while the average
for July is +14.4oC (6). The annual precipitation for the town is 50 cm (6).
Hinton generally has short warm summers and long cold winters. Many of
the current sporting activities on the site are therefore limited to a relatively
short season between May and October. The bulk of the use of the site
occurs during this period.

EDA Collaborative Inc.

11

Mary Reimer Regional Park Plan

4.0 ANALYSIS OF SITE CONTEXT AND FACILITIES
4.0

ANALYSIS OF SITE CONTEXT AND FACILITIES

4.1

Adjoining Development
Residential development adjoins the south west edge of the park.
Proposed use of the park site should consider possible traffic and noise
impacts to residents.
Possible future residential or country residential to the east and west of the
site provides an opportunity for potential park expansion through
dedication of Municipal Reserve as part of the subdivision process. Future
adjoining residential development and streets should be oriented to face
the park to allow for casual surveillance and reduce the potential for
vandalism.

4.2

Adjoining Open Space
School site and Municipal Reserve
Municipal reserve off Baker Street in the
residential area at the southwest corner
of the site is planned to be a future
school site and is currently used as an
informal passive recreation area. The
development of the school is unlikely to
occur in the immediate future and there
may be some potential for continued
recreational use in the short term.
Utility corridor and multi-use pathway
The pipeline R.O.W. at the southwest corner of the site currently
incorporates an asphalt multi-use pathway which continues through the
adjoining neighborhood to the west.
River edge reserve corridor
A corridor of public reserve is planned along the south bank of the
Athabasca River to the north of the site. This corridor, due to its
environmental constraints, is intended to accommodate only low key
development such as walking trails, seating and viewing areas. There are
opportunities to provide trail links to this corridor from Mary Reimer Park.

4.3

Scenic quality of site and surroundings

The broad and substantially natural Athabasca River Valley provides an
attractive setting for the site. Most of the current park facilities are in the
low ‘plains’ area of the site with views to the rear of adjoining residences,
farmland and surrounding treed areas. The scenic quality of the immediate
surroundings could deteriorate with the development of adjoining areas.
EDA Collaborative Inc.
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Sensitive site planning of adjoining development and planting of the site’s
perimeter would help to maintain a predominantly natural character.
Attractive distant views to the Rocky Mountains and sunsets in the west are
available from both the plains area and upper slopes of the site.

4.4

Existing park infrastructure
Vehicular access and parking areas
The major vehicular access to the site is via East River Road from the park’s
northern boundary. East River Road is identified as being a 2 lane urban
arterial roadway in the Town’s Transportation Plan (see figure 8).
There are 2 defined parking areas on the site. The larger main car park is at
the northern end of the site and is accessed from East River Road. A small
car park adjoins the residential estate on the south side of the park and is
accessed from Boutin Ave.
A

Northern parking area
This car park is constructed of large diameter angular gravel, making
it a difficult surface to drive on and maintain. Some perimeter
fencing has been installed, yet there is no line marking. The parking
area is relatively large and open. It has no internal landscaping and
does not provide an attractive ‘entrance’ to the park. There is little in
the way of shade or protection from wind for vehicles and no
designated pedestrian routes through the area. This parking area
services the adjoining riding grounds, slo-pitch diamonds and soccer
fields.

B

Southern parking area
The southern car park has a gravel surface and is defined by vehicle
barriers. It primarily provides access from the adjoining residential
neighborhood to trails and a skating rink. It also provides access to
nearby soccer fields.

EDA Collaborative Inc.
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Buildings
A

Riding association shelters
The major buildings on site have been developed by the River Valley
Riding Association to cater for regular and special events. They
include an enclosed hall, open shelter, storage shed and bleacher
seating. Other recreation groups and the general public also use
these buildings.

B

Washrooms
Two vault toilet washrooms are centrally located in the developed
park area. Additional portable washrooms are brought in for special
events.

Existing site utilities
The site currently has only minimal servicing to existing buildings and
facilities. These services are accessed from either Boutin Ave or East River
Road.
A

Power
Power is provided overhead from the main parking area to the rodeo
buildings and the ball diamonds. Security on the site has improved
with the provision of powered lighting.
The maximum power currently available is 30 amp. This may need to
be increased to accommodate expansion of facilities and special
events.

B

Water
The closest water service to the site is at the terminus of Boutin Ave
on the southern park boundary.

EDA Collaborative Inc.
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C

Gas
Gas runs along East River Road and propane services the concession.

D

Sewer
There is no sewer service with the site. Existing washrooms are
pumped a couple of times a year.

E

Stormwater
The site does not need an underground stormwater system. Rainfall
can be managed through surface drainage and infiltration.

F

Lighting
Some pole mounted area lighting exists around the ball diamonds
and rodeo facilities.

A proposal is currently being considered for an extension of water and
sanitary sewer services west on East River Road in the spring of 2005.

EDA Collaborative Inc.
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5.0 CURRENT AND POTENTIAL PARK USES AND FACILITIES
5.0

CURRENT AND POTENTIAL PARK USES AND FACILITIES

5.1

Development of a site recreation program
A “program” identifies the desired uses and associated infrastructure for a
park. The program for the Mary Reimer Regional Park was developed as a
result of the analysis of existing conditions, uses and facilities as well as
input from stakeholder groups regarding desired activities.
The vision for Mary Reimer Regional Park accentuates its significance as a
major recreational hub for residents of Hinton and surrounding districts.
There is an opportunity for Mary Reimer Park to become a good special
event location for the region.
As there are already major established user groups in the park and a need
to provide for use by the general public, provision for additional organized
recreation groups on the site should be restricted. Allowance for current
user groups to expand is important.
The current focus of the site on active recreation also needs to be
supplemented with opportunities for passive recreation, including trails
and family activities. Joint use of areas of the park by multiple groups
should be accommodated where possible.
There is an aspiration that the park be developed to offer some of the
characteristics of both the Town and the County. This could be reflected
through a balance of developed park space and undeveloped natural
areas.
Provision of facilities for seniors is appropriate because of the proximity of
the park to a senior’s residence, as well as current demographic and
recreational trends, which indicate that the number of seniors is increasing
as a percentage of the general population and that seniors are becoming
more active.
A list of desired activities and facilities suggested in preliminary consultation
included:


Exhibitions and small concerts



Equestrian facilities



Additional sports fields



Campground for events



Water features (in conjunction with flood management ponds)



Expanded hiking/walking/equestrian trail system



Facilities for general passive recreation

Some of the key issues against which design concepts should be measured
include:


Will development of any one facility negatively impact other park
uses?



How can organized and informal, passive and active uses be
accommodated at the Park?



Will expansion of existing facilities or new development negatively
impact the environment?

EDA Collaborative Inc.
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5.2



Does the drainage assessment present opportunities or constraints to
the Park’s development?



Are there opportunities to share areas such as parking and camping?



Are there opportunities for joint operations?



How would the site operate as a special event venue?



Features of the park should be accessible for people with disabilities.

Existing and Potential Site Uses
Cycling, walking and hiking trails
An existing 3m wide asphalt multi-use pathway runs generally within the
pipeline corridor through the developed portion of the site. The northern
terminus of the pathway is at the main car park. The pathway extends
beyond the site to the south through the adjacent residential area and
links with the town’s pathway network.
An informal network of pedestrian, horse riding and mountain bike trails
are evident in the forested expansion area in the southeast corner of the
site. Many of these link from the developed portion of Mary Reimer Park to
a utility corridor which crosses the south of the site. This corridor has a
gravel maintenance road which provides a good informal trail. Trail links
from Boutin Ave at the southern boundary of the residential estate are also
evident.
Trails through this forested portion of the site are attractive and links to the
elevated areas on the parks southern boundary provide extensive views.
The sites gravelly soils generally provide a good base for trail development.

The expansion of the Town’s multi-use trail system through the park is
desired. There is potential to create a ‘primary’ paved loop within the
central developed park area to provide all weather access for a range of
non-motorized users. There is also potential for a network of ‘secondary’
gravel trail links to adjoining park areas. This would include connections to
the edge of the Athabasca River and the southern expansion area of the
park.
Picnicking
The existing permanent site furniture for picnic activities is limited and
consists of a few picnic tables near the playground.

EDA Collaborative Inc.

21

Mary Reimer Regional Park Plan

Improved picnic facilities could be an attraction for general park users while
also complimenting some of the active recreation activities. Users of the
soccer, slo-pitch and riding facilities would likely also make use of picnic
facilities. The southern forested precinct of the site offers an attractive
location for a new picnic area.
Playground
A playground is located between the soccer fields and slo-pitch diamonds.
Screen fencing around the playground was installed to provide protection
from strong westerly winds on the site. Location of the playground near
the soccer fields allows siblings of soccer players to play during games and
practices.

Improved playground facilities would be complimentary to picnicking
whilst also providing an attraction for children visiting the site for sporting
events. The existing playground should be retained and upgraded over
time. Provision of access for children with disabilities would be desirable.
An additional play area, possibly with an adventure and natural theme
could be provided in conjunction with new picnic facilities.
Camping
Camping is allowed in a designated area north of the rodeo grounds in
Mary Reimer Park during special events such as rodeos, slo-pitch
tournaments and soccer tournaments. The treed area along the northern
park boundary provides some shade and shelter for campers as well as a
visual buffer to East River Road. The noise from industrial activities north of
East River Road impacts the event camping area as the oil trucks run 24
hours a day.
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An area for camping needs to be retained, yet should be restricted to
special event use. Adequate infrastructure such as water, washrooms, firepits etc are needed to support this use.
Special events and concerts
A wide range of events of varying sizes are regularly held in the Park.
These include:


15 to 20 weddings, anniversaries, retirements or reunions per year



3 to 4 mixed ball tournaments per year



2 to 3 SPCA dog jogs per year



Annual August long weekend rodeo



Soccer tournaments

The River Valley Riding Association has been hosting rodeos in the park for
7 years. The annual rodeos are the group’s largest function. During this
event, the northern parking lot is full. Port-a-potties are brought in to cater
for the 1000 to 1500 people who camp in the northeast portion of the
park. A typical increase of 10-20% per year is expected numbers of rodeo
competitors.
The Town has also received a number of requests for concerts in the park.
Provision for an amphitheatre and or space for a portable stage would be
desirable for this use as well as other events such as district fairs.
Skating and tobogganing
An existing timber edged outdoor skating area is situated adjacent to the
park’s southern parking lot and is primarily used by adjoining residents.

EDA Collaborative Inc.

23

Mary Reimer Regional Park Plan

Informal skating, whether on the existing edged rink or a larger area,
would be a desirable activity to maintain in the park. Provision of a hill for
tobogganing would also be an attraction for winter use of the park.
Horse riding grounds and trails
Riding events occur throughout the year including barrel racing,
gymkhanas and team penning (30 to 60 cattle used for roping). During
these events, parking is often shared with the slo-pitch association. The
riding association has a membership of between 50 and 75 families.
The rodeo grounds and adjoining buildings are rented for weddings, and
other functions. There is considerable demand for use of the facilities.
Riding along the various horse trails throughout the site occurs regularly.
Flooding in the northwest of the park affects the River Valley Riding
Association facilities.

The River Valley Riding Association aim to maintain, as a minimum, the
amount of area they currently use in Mary Reimer Park and want to be
recognized as a major event association.
The current rodeo facilities are good, but are limited by season. A possible
future indoor riding arena (200’ x 400’) could accommodate all-season
events. If an indoor facility was provided, clinics and other activities could
be held. Other desired items include an outdoor track that could be multi
use and an expansion of the event camping area into the reed area along
East River Dr. Better servicing, including water and sewer, is needed in the
short term.
The riding association has plans to expand spectator seating and to extend
and close in the dance floor.
Soccer
The Hinton Minor Soccer Association currently uses a number of fields on
the site. The soccer season generally runs from May to June, with some
use during the latter part of the summer. The association is contemplating
extending the season to include September and hopes to increase summer
use.
The event camping area is occasionally used during soccer
tournaments.
The current number of fields and available parking is inadequate and the
association sometimes has to rent fields. Games are scheduled in various
locations throughout the town, making it difficult for families with more
than one child playing.
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The current orientation of the soccer fields at Mary Reimer Park is not ideal,
as one team generally has to run against the prevailing wind. Although
the fields are quite flat, the porous nature of the soils means that the
ground dries out quickly. The fields are not currently irrigated.

The Hinton Minor Soccer Association would prefer all of their fields located
at Mary Reimer Park and for the fields to be orientated north-south. The
number and type of fields needed by the association includes:


4 full size fields (used for tournaments),



1 practice field,




2- 50x30m fields, and
4- 40x30m fields.

An indoor soccer facility would be ideal, as the school the association
currently rents space from is not always available. There may be potential
to share the arena building planned by the riding association.
The soccer association also aims to have a fully serviced amenities building
(50 x 50ft min.) for storage, meetings and to accommodate a concession.
Washrooms and change-rooms with showers would be needed for players
and spectators. This amenities building could be shared with other park
users.
Soccer players and spectators generally use the southern parking lot;
however, the 30 parking spaces are inadequate. Approximately 100
parking spaces are needed. Floodlighting is also needed for at least for
two or three of the proposed fields.
Slo-pitch and baseball
The Hinton Mixed Slo-Pitch Association manages a substantial facility
including 4 fenced diamonds in the center of the park.
During
tournaments, a tent is set up as a concession and facilities are shared with
the Riding Association. The northern parking lot is usually full for both
regular slo-pitch use and tournaments. Players and spectators utilize the
vault toilets on the site.
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The Hinton Mixed Slo Pitch Association expressed a need for more ball
diamonds, especially for tournament use, a concession / storage building
and more lighting.
There may also be a need to accommodate a number of diamonds for
shared use for baseball and slo-pitch within the park to relieve pressure on
other areas where baseball is currently played.
The design criteria utilized for new fields are listed below.

Table 1: General sizes of baseball fields for different ages
Range

Regulation

12 to 14

Home Plate
Foul Lines Home Plate to Home Plate to
to Middle Field
First & Third
Pitcher Mound
335 feet

300 feet

90 feet

60 feet 6 inches

(102.10m)

(91.44m)

(27.43m)

(18.44m)

275 feet

250 feet

75 feet

54 feet

(83.8m)

(76.2m)

(22.86m)

(16.46)

180 feet

60 feet

(54.86m)

(18.28m)

160 feet

50 feet

(48.76m)

(15.24m)

6 to 12

200 feet

T-Ball 6 &
under

200 feet
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5.3

Additional Site Uses
Dogs off leash area
Current users of the park include many nearby residents and other visitors
who walk or run their dogs. Provision of a designated ‘off-leash area’ for
dogs may be necessary to avoid conflict with other users as the park
becomes more developed. Fencing of the ‘off-leash area’ would reduce
potential conflict with adjoining areas used for soccer, picnicking and horse
riding.
Guidelines for use of the area would need to be established to restrict the
number of animals using the area, manage access and to ensure adequate
management of dog waste. The area could include a combination of open
grass and forest with a thinned understorey.
Cross country skiing
Informal cross-country skiing is available throughout the site. The gently
sloped and sheltered forested areas of the site would provide the best
environment for this activity.
Motorized recreation
Use of the site by OHVs (off highway vehicles) such as quads and
snowmobiles is generally restricted, yet there is some evidence of OHV use
along the pipeline corridor in the southeast corner of the site.
Use of off highway vehicles in the park is still generally not desirable due to
potential conflict with other park users and possible impact on the
environment.
It may be desirable however to maintain access for OHV riders to the utility
corridor crossing the southern area of the park. This would provide offroad access from Hinton to neighboring locations to the east of the town.
Access along this corridor for OHVs would need to be restricted with
signage and fencing.
Other potential park uses
Another possible addition to the park includes a trail and designated area
for BMX riding. The suggested addition of a permanent pond which could
be utilized for fishing may not be practical due to the porous nature of the
site’s soils.

5.4

Opportunities for shared use
Opportunities for shared use of facilities, such as overflow parking, is a high
priority as are operational considerations such as scheduling of major
events to avoid conflicting dates. The following includes some areas and
facilities which could be shared.
Event camping and special events area
The location and infrastructure available in and adjoining the current event
camping area makes it attractive as a potential special events area. This
could include the use of a temporary mobile stage, stalls and marquees.
Pedestrians, special needs users and bicycle trails
Pedestrians, special needs users, bicyclists and in-line skaters often share
paved multi-use trails. Extension of the current 3m wide asphalt trail would
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be adequate for multi-use. In areas where trail usage is anticipated to be
very high, a wider trail may be necessary.
Equestrian and pedestrian trails
Equestrian trail riding is generally not compatible with use by cyclists yet
could be shared with pedestrians. A 2.4 metre wide woodchip trail with
adequate curvature and sightlines would generally be suitable.
Amenities building
An amenities and storage building could be shared between the Hinton
Minor Soccer Association, the Hinton Mixed Slo-pitch Association and other
park users.
Overflow parking areas
All three major site user groups, as well as general park visitors, would
benefit from increased parking for special events. Delineation of fenced
and grassed overflow parking areas would be the most cost-effective way
of providing parking for occasional use.
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6.0 MASTER PLAN PRINCIPLES AND FEATURES
6.0

MASTER PLAN PRINCIPLES AND FEATURES

6.1

Site Development Strategy
To achieve a balance between active recreation, passive recreation and
conservation of natural areas, a moderate expansion of the existing
developed (active and passive) recreation area is proposed.
The strategy for the park would include intensive development of the
existing park site and moderate development of the adjoining expansion
area to provide facilities for some active recreation, yet primarily passive
recreation.
The physical constraints of the current publicly owned Mary Reimer Park
site mean that the desired program of recreational facilities cannot be
completely accommodated without unacceptable impact on the site’s
natural resources and character.
A correct balance between site
development and site conservation needs to be achieved.

6.2

Site Planning Principles and Opportunities
As a result of the site analysis, and in order to determine a suitable
arrangement of uses, the following site planning criteria were determined.
1.

The proposed drainage management facility needs to be
accommodated

2.

Existing rodeo and slo-pitch facilities should generally stay where they
are due to the substantial amount of investment in infrastructure

3.

Upgrading of existing active recreation facilities should generally occur
within the developed park site. It would also include expansion of site
facilities towards East River Road through thinning of the existing treed
buffer.

4.

Existing soccer fields could move even though substantial
improvements have been completed, as the amount of associated
infrastructure is minimal. It is also difficult to accommodate the needs
of soccer in the current location.

5.

Parking areas could move or be substantially modified as they are
poorly developed

6.

The main vehicular entry point into the park should be retained;
however, an additional entry point could be created from East River
Road.

7.

The vehicular entry point from Boutin Ave should be retained for local
access; however, to prevent a major increase in local traffic, parking off
Boutin Ave should not be substantially expanded.

8.

Additional vehicular access points to the park may become available as
a result of future adjoining residential development. The timing of this
development is uncertain.

9.

The abandoned railway corridor has some heritage significance
although it has already been partially destroyed by development. The
corridor should be maintained as a trail corridor where possible as it
offers a good route for pedestrians.
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10. The pipeline right of way through site will remain a constraint to site
development
11. Disturbance to the existing major forested area should be generally
contained west of Cache Percotte Creek and north of the utility
easement due to slope and drainage constraints
12. Clearing of some tree coverage in the flatter portion of the southwest
precinct of the site could accommodate growth in active recreation.
The majority of this southern precinct would remain treed and
accommodate primarily passive recreation facilities such as trails and
picnic facilities.
13. Vehicular crossing of Percotte Creek should be avoided due to the
substantial cost of a bridge and flood constraints
14. A substantial vegetated corridor (minimum 50m either side) should be
maintained along Percotte Creek
15. Existing natural drainage lines (although not substantial in size) should
not be relocated
16. The adjacent municipal reserve (Baker Street) could be used for a
soccer field or other active recreation use (until school site is required)

6.3

Site Concept Plan features
A preferred concept alternative was developed from a number of site
planning options investigated. This alternative was refined based on input
from the general public and stakeholder groups. The result is a site
concept plan, as depicted in Figure 11, which has the following major
features.
Environmental Protection
A large portion of the expansion area in the southeast corner of the park is
retained in its natural state primarily for conservation purposes with some
trail development.
The treed buffer, separating the park from East River Road, is substantially
retained.
New picnic area and playground
A new picnic area is proposed for the forested area south of the
abandoned rail corridor. This picnic area could be developed by thinning
portions of the vegetated undertsorey (shrubs and saplings) and
establishing areas of grass under the canopy of larger trees. It is not
intended that the picnic area is cleared.
The access road to this picnic area is intended to be gravel and parking
should be dispersed along the access road to reduce the need for tree
clearing. A turnaround area should be provided at the end of the access to
allow for service vehicles. Vehicular access to the picnic grounds would be
restricted through the retention of trees, use of some barrier fencing and
additional planting.
Facilities within the picnic area could consist of individual and grouped
table settings with fire-pits or BBQs. A group shelter could also be
provided. A play area utilising natural materials (timber, stone, mounding,
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etc) and play equipment could compliment the character and attraction of
the area.

Open informal play area and toboggan hill
A general play area and park space is proposed over part of the existing
soccer fields. This area could be defined with new planting and accessed
from the parking area at the end of Boutin Ave and multi-use pathways.
Some picnic facilities could be provided within the treed fringe of the area,
including a possible picnic shelter. The shelter could compliment the
existing skating rink and playground.
A toboggan hill is proposed at the north end of the open play area, with a
runout onto the proposed new ball diamond. Toboggan hill safety
measures are recommended online by Kidsafe Connection at
http://www.crha-health.ab.ca/hlthconn/items/sledding.pdf.

Existing skating area and playground
The existing playground should be retained and upgraded as required to
meet demand and safety standards. A link from both existing and
proposed multi-use pathways should be provided to the edge of the play
area. Additional seating and planting should also be provided.
The skating area should be retained and possibly expanded or upgraded to
meet local need. The rink should be retained in close proximity to Boutin
Ave car park. Addition of fire pits nearby could compliment winter use of
this area.
Pathways and Trails
A

Extension of paved multi-use trail
The existing 3m wide asphalt multi-use pathway that runs within the
pipeline corridor through the park would be retained.
The existing asphalt path is to be extended to create an accessible
loop within the park. The path would generally be a minimum of 3m
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wide with a painted centerline. The trail surface would be primarily
asphalt, with possible use of concrete or paving stone at entry points
or pathway junctions. Seating, information, waste receptacles and
bicycle parking stands should be provided at major entry points or
nodes. Lighting of some, or this entire pathway, might be desirable.
Additional paved pathways would be useful in the future to link new
adjoining developments (east and west of the park) to the Town’s
existing pathway network.

B

Multi-use trail links to future River View trail
Trail links are proposed from the park, across East River Road, to the
future River View trail. These links would be a minimum 2.5m wide
and have a granular surface to maintain a natural appearance
suitable to the character of the surrounding landscape.
The trail crossing points at East River Rd would need to be clearly
signed for both trail users and drivers. The trail should incorporate
stop signs at these locations. Trail information, including trail length
and location, should be provided at the commencement of these trail
links.

C

Network of trails to south and east portions of the site
A network of trails is proposed in the steep southern area of the site.
Access to this area would be readily available from the proposed
picnic area parking, with additional links to the proposed multi-use
pathways. Considering the substantial size of this area, designated
trails could be designed and signposted for specific equestrian use
separate to trails for multi-use (bicycle and pedestrians. Motorized
use of these trails by OHV riders should generally be prohibited

D

Designated trail corridor for OHV riders
Use of the existing utility corridor crossing the southern area of the
park should be retained. The corridor should be fenced and
signposted to restrict OHV access into the remainder of the park.
The corridor could be shared with pedestrians and cyclists.
This corridor would provide off-road access from Hinton to
neighboring locations to the east of the town, including Pedley.

EDA Collaborative Inc.

33

Mary Reimer Regional Park Plan

Access and Parking
A

Extension of internal park roadway from East River Rd
The existing internal park access road from East River Road is to be
extended beyond the main parking area, and between the rodeo
and slo-pitch facilities, to provide access to new soccer and picnic
facilities.
This roadway could remain as an uncurbed gravel surface with
grassed shoulders. Vehicle barriers could be provided in areas where
control of access is required. The barriers could be ‘set back’ in some
locations to allow parallel ‘overflow’ parking when needed for
events. The road width should generally be around 8m to
accommodate two-way traffic.

B

Restructuring the main car park
The existing main car park off East River Road is to be restructured
and resurfaced. The majority of the car park could be an upgraded
gravel surface (small aggregate and fines) while the main access
road and aisles could be paved. Planting in mulched beds should be
provided to delineate parking aisles and absorb some of the runoff
from the car park.

C

Retention of Boutin Ave car park
The existing small car park off Boutin Ave is to be retained in its
current form with a gravel surface.

D

Development of new car parks for soccer, picnic and dogs off leash
areas
A new car park is proposed for the relocated soccer fields, new picnic
area and dogs off leash area.
The car park for the soccer area would need to be substantial (100
cars) and formalized. The car park could be primarily gravel. Some
portions of the car park could be left as grass to accommodate
overflow. Planting in mulched beds should be provided to delineate
parking aisles and absorb some of the runoff from the car park.
Parking for the new picnic area should be dispersed among retained
tree groves, with accommodation of around 20 vehicles.
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Parking for the dogs off leash area should be dispersed among
retained tree groves, with accommodation of around 10 vehicles.
Infiltration pond and dogs-off-leash area
A grassed infiltration area, cleared and graded as a shallow pond, is
proposed to satisfy the recommendations of the Hinton East Boundary
Drainage Study (UMA, 2003). It is located to the south of the abandoned
rail corridor and could be either ‘on-line’ of ‘off-line’ in relation to the
existing ephemeral watercourse.
It is anticipated that the infiltration area would be dry most of the time and
could be maintained as a naturalized’ grass meadow. This area, with a
fenced boundary, would be suitable for use as a dogs off leash area, except
during storm events. The dogs off leash area could extend into adjacent
trees with a thinned understorey. A small car park specifically for the dogs
off leash area is proposed as an off-shoot of the access road extension to
the proposed picnic area. This should allow access directly from the car
park to the gated entry to the fenced area, reducing the potential for
conflict with other park users.
The area of the proposed fenced dogs off leash area is approximately three
hectares.
Event camping and special events facilities
A 'special events' area is proposed north of the rodeo grounds and doubles
as an event camping area. These uses need to be close to the park’s main
entry and parking area. Additional access to the event camping and
special event facilities could be provided by the service access off of East
River Road, east of the main entry. This alternate service route could also
be used for emergency vehicles and managed event use.
Rodeo/riding facilities
The existing riding grounds and associated infrastructure are retained in
their current position with a new defined riding paddock adjacent to the
east. Riding trails are proposed throughout the east and south portions of
the site.
A site adjoining the main car park is identified for a possible future indoor
arena / multi-purpose building.
Clubhouse and amenities building
A club house building is proposed northeast of the existing ball diamonds
and adjacent to the existing rodeo grounds. This is intended as a joint use
facility between the sports club and other park users. The location of this
building can be easily serviced from East River Road to the north and the
proposed extension of services in the spring of 2005. This site has the
potential to share facilities and services with the proposed future arena
also.
The proposed building should be sited to avoid conflicts with the adjacent
rodeo grounds while keeping it accessible for people of all abilities. A 2
storey building may be most practical for this situation. Provision of public
washrooms, storage and concession on the ground floor could be
supplemented by a clubhouse, meeting rooms and spectator facilities on
the second storey. Building design and materials could incorporate
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sustainable technology and ‘natural’ materials to reflect the character of
the site and the design principles of the Town.
Soccer field relocation
New soccer fields are provided south east of the rodeo grounds, partially
into the existing forested area.
Four full sized fields and a number of mini junior fields have been
accommodated. Some of the fields will need to be fenced and lit.
Amenities building
An amenities building (washrooms) is proposed east of the existing ball
diamonds to provide central services for the soccer, picnic and special
areas. Final siting of this building will need to consider potential flooding
and vandalism or misuse.

Image credit: Junichi Hashimoto Architect Ltd.

Slo-pitch facilities
The existing ball diamonds (slo-pitch) are to be retained in their current
location and 2 new fields are provided in the location of the existing soccer
fields. They may also be used for baseball.
Possible future adjoining dedicated municipal reserve
The master plan indicates the preferred configuration of possible future
adjoining municipal reserve which could be designated as a result of the
development of the land to the east and west of Mary Reimer Park.
Although the plan does not rely on this possible future park expansion, the
land would provide a valuable buffer to the park and allow for possible
future expansion of active and passive recreation facilities. It could also
provide an opportunity for planting to help create a vegetation buffer
between the core of the park and adjoining development.
The land would preferably be obtained immediately adjacent to the park
and in one large parcel rather than fragmented small parcels throughout
the development estate. Configuration of the future streets within these
estates would also preferably provide a public street frontage to these park
expansion areas. This would then provide good public access to the park
while also allowing views into the park from both the street and the
residences facing the reserve. The value of lots fronting onto the expanded
park would also be enhanced.
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Planting
Although a large amount of the existing native vegetation on site will be
retained, planting of the developed portions of the site will be necessary to
provide shade and shelter in addition to ensuring that there is some
aesthetic continuity throughout the site. Planting would be located to
spatially define the park boundary and to integrate major infrastructure
such as car parks and buildings with the surrounding landscape.
Growing conditions in some portions the site are relatively harsh due to
strong winds and the porous nature of the soils. An emphasis for planting
should be based on tree planting in mulched groves, so that potential
water retention is maximized. Stormwater from car parks and other cleared
areas could be directed to planted groves to reduce need for irrigation.
The use of species native to the site is recommended to maintain a
predominantly natural character. These species would also be adapted to
the site conditions. Other species recommended in the Town of Hinton
Minimum Design Standards (1993) might also be suitable. Incorporation of
a range of plant sizes will provide a more natural character in the short
term than use of either just small or advanced trees. Use of shrubs should
be carefully designed to ensure that sightlines within and into the site are
maintained for surveillance.
Site servicing
The addition of a broader range of uses to the park and enhanced
infrastructure will require an upgrade of the current limited availability of
services.
A

Power
The current power supply will need to be upgraded throughout the
park, including servicing of:



New amenities/club house buildings



Lighting for soccer fields



Lighting of paved multi-use pathway



Lighting of some portions of parking areas



Connections for special events



Electric bbq’s
Fortis Alberta currently provides the area’s power service and once
the specific power demand is know (number of lights, building
equipment, etc.) will assist with the final electrical design and
costing.
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B

Water
A water supply from the proposed water line at East River Road
could be extended into the park in conjunction with a sewer
connection.
A potable water supply would be required for the existing and
proposed buildings. Stand pipes (spigots) for both drinking and
washing would be beneficial for the event camping area and picnic
areas. Drinking fountains would also be useful at a number of points
along the multi-use trail system including the play areas and dogs-offleash area.

C

Gas
A gas connection to the main buildings would be desirable. Tasco
Gas is the service provider and like power, will assist with the final
design of the service once the final building design programs are
known.

D

Sewer
A sewer connection would be desirable for the existing rodeo
facilities and the proposed club house and amenities buildings
however, the cost to bring a new service line from East River Road to
the proposed amenities building may be prohibitive, given the initial
use of the facility. For this reason, a progressive implementation is
proposed that first sees the installation of a service connection to the
club house and rodeo buildings, and the use of temporary portable
toilets at the amenities building location until demand warrants a
permanent building and service connection.

E

Stormwater
Stormwater generated form the park area should be primarily
managed on site. Run-off from car parks, trails, buildings and open
grassed areas should be dealt with ‘on the surface’ through use of
grassed or planted swales to allow infiltration into the sandy soils and
filtering of contaminants. The proposed infiltration area could
manage higher volumes of site stormwater if necessary in addition to
the water flowing onto the site from southern slopes. Stormwater
should not be directly fed to the River or Cache Percotte Creek.

F

Lighting
Area lighting will be required for the new soccer fields. Upgraded
lighting may be needed for the rodeo area and ball diamonds.
Lighting could also be provided for all or a primary segment of the
paved multi-use trail. Once the extent is know, the service load can
be determined and calculated in conjunction with the other power
requirements of the site.

G

Telecommunications
Phone and internet access would be desirable for the major
buildings on the site.
Emergency telephones would also be useful for the main trail entry
points.
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Figure 10: Proposed Master Plan
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7.0 IMPLEMENTATION PLAN
7.0

IMPLEMENTATION PLAN

7.1

Implementation Strategy
This Park Plan is intended to guide gradual development of the site as
funding and opportunities arise. As with most park development projects,
there are likely to be limited capital and operational resources that may be
supplemented with volunteering of funds, time and materials from the
primary recreation groups on the site.
The costs outlined below are based on anticipated contractor rates in 2003
dollars. The estimated costs are indicative only and subject to further
detailed investigation at the time of implementation. The costs are
intended to provide a guide to the scope of the work and assist
prioritization of items.
It is assumed that works are likely to be
implemented in phases.
An indication of relative priority has been assigned to each item as a guide
for future implementation with (1) being the highest priority and (4) being
the lowest priority. The prioritization ranking is intended to be used as a
guide for budgeting purposes and may not reflect the exact phases of
implementation.

7.2

Items requiring further investigation
This plan provides the ‘road map’ for development of the park, yet further
investigation will be required for many components of the plan before
construction can commence.
The following outlines some of the
investigations and design required to guide construction on the site.


Environmental assessment of proposed modifications to site
conditions



Heritage impact assessment of proposed modifications to site
conditions



Detailed engineering investigation and design of infiltration area



Detailed engineering / landscape investigation and design for
reconfigured and new car parks, as well as the extended access road



Layout and grading plans for earthworks associated with new soccer
fields



Investigation and design of required utility extensions



Layout and grading plans for improvements including picnic facilities,
trails and playground areas



Landscape plan for planting



Design and siting the club house and amenities buildings



Master plan for possible future multi-purpose building.



Negotiation of possible future adjoining open space resulting from
development



Assessment of access to existing facilities for people with disabilities
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7.3

Phasing of works
Phased implementation of the following items will be necessary. The
priority of individual items is categorized in the following Preliminary
Estimate of Costs as:


Priority 1

Immediate

1-2 yrs



Priority 2

Short Term

3-5 yrs



Priority 3

Medium Term

5-10 years



Priority 4

Long Term

10+ years

Most items, including refurbishment of existing facilities, require detailed
design of grades, infrastructure, utilities and landscape before any works
can be commenced.
Since the plan proposes development of new areas and relocation of some
major uses, such as soccer, these need to be substantially completed before
a number of other items can be commenced. For instance, the earthworks
and infrastructure associated with the proposed soccer and picnic area
need to be substantially complete before pathways can be put through
these areas, even though additional pathways in themselves are likely a
high priority. Trails could be established more quickly around the fringes of
the site where major change is not proposed.
Provision of vehicular access to the rear of the site is not necessary until the
soccer and picnic areas are established. As the established soccer fields can
continue to be used, relocation onto the new fields could be a gradual
process. It is however, essential that complete relocation occurs so that
other park development on the existing soccer fields can occur.
Establishment of additional ball diamonds cannot be undertaken until
soccer is relocated and similarly, upgrading of general park facilities reliant
on the use of the existing soccer field area. The establishment of the
infiltration area and dogs off leash zone could be completed as a relatively
independent item as a high priority unless linked to provision of vehicular
access.
The scope and order of subsequent phases of work will be determined by
availability of funding, changing priorities and community needs.

7.4

Preliminary Estimate of Costs for Proposed Park Enhancements
Note: The following estimated costs are indicative only and subject to
further detailed investigation of specific items. An allowance of 10% for
investigation and design should be added to each item. A construction
contingency of 15% should be allowed for all items.
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Table 2: Preliminary Cost Estimate
Item Description
A Access roads and car parks
1 Re-grade and resurface existing
access road (8m wide)

Quantity

Unit

175

m

Unit Price Estimated
Cost

Priority

$320

$56,000

2

$1,500

$262,500

2

$30,000

2

2

Regrade, delineate and resurface
existing car park assuming
timber edging, asphalt aisles and
gravel parking bays

175

each

3

Planting in existing car park to
delineate aisles

Item

-

4

Construct gravel access road
from existing car park to new
soccer fields (7m wide)

200

m

$280

$56,000

2

Construct gravel access road
from new soccer fields to new
picnic area (7m wide) including
clearing
6 Grade, delineate and surface
new car park (soccer) assuming
timber edging, asphalt aisles and
gravel parking bays

385

M

$350

$134,750

2

115

each

$2,000

$230,000

2

$20,000

2

$30,000

2

$15,000

1

5

7

Planting in new car park to
delineate aisles

Item

-

8

Vehicle barrier fencing along
new access road

600

M

9

Upgrade park entrance, signage
and landscape

Item

Sub-total
New and upgraded pathways
1 Paved loop. New 3.0m asphalt
wide path from existing
southwest entry path to Boutin
Ave
2 Paved loop. New 3.0m asphalt
wide path from south of ball
diamonds to new soccer fields

-

$50

$834,250

B

185

m

$180

$33,300

3

330

m

$180

$59,400

3

3

Paved loop. New 3.0m asphalt
wide path from new soccer fields
to Cache Percotte bridge

530

m

$180

$95,400

3

4

Paved loop. New 3.0m asphalt
wide path from Cache Percotte
bridge to existing car park

510

m

$180

$91,800

3

5

Paved loop. New 3.0m asphalt
wide path from new access road
to existing pathway

80

m

$180

$14,400

3

6

New Cache Percotte bridge.

Item

-

$30,000

4
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7

Unpaved. 3.0m wide gravel trail
from existing northern car park
to river’s edge

440

m

$60

$26,400

2

8

Unpaved. 3.0m wide gravel trail
from arena area to river’s edge

480

m

$60

$28,800

2

9

Unpaved. Upgrade existing 3.0m
wide gravel trail from existing
Boutin Ave car park along
abandoned rail corridor

270

m

$30

$8,100

2

5.5

km

$10,000

$55,000

1

10 Hiking and equestrian trails

within forested area of site
includes trail markers, minimal
clearing, minor stabilisation, etc
Sub-total

$442,600

New soccer fields and associated infrastructure
1 Clear/chip vegetation from
5
Ha
southern portion of site

C

2
3
4
5
6
7
8
9

Rough grade southern portion
of site
Fine grade all proposed fields
Supply and spread / respread
topsoil
Seed all proposed fields
Relocate goal posts
Install new goal posts
Lighting for 2 fields
New club house building
including sewer, gas and power
extensions

$10,000

$50,000

1

5

Ha

$12,500

$62,500

1

7
10500

Ha
m3

$5,000
$20

$35,000
$210,000

1
1

7
Item
Item
10
Item

Ha
each

$12,000

$84,000
$3,000
$4,500
$50,000
$400,000

1
2
2
3
2

$5,000

10 New amenities building

Item

$275,000

2

11 Seating around soccer fields

Item

$15,000
$1,179,000

3

including sewer, gas and power
extensions

Sub-total
Expanded ball diamonds
1 Supply and install 2 new
backstops
2 Supply and install shale track
and markings for diamonds
(assume grass infield)

D

3

E

Seating around new baseball
fields
Sub-total

2

each

$5,000

$10,000

3

2

each

$12,000

$24,000

3

$5,000

3

Item

$39,000

New picnic areas

1

Partially clear understorey
vegetation from proposed area
2 Fine grade proposed area

0.5

Supply and spread / respread
topsoil
4 Install grass seed

0.5

3

EDA Collaborative Inc.
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$10,000

$5,000

1

0.5

Ha

$5,000

$2,500

1

750

m3

$20

$15,000

1

Ha

$12,000

$6,000

1
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5

Supply and install picnic tables
settings on pads

6

New group picnic shelter
(without washrooms)

Supply and install waste
receptacles
8 Supply and install BBQ facilities /
fire pits
7

9

F
1

Provide water supply and taps,
etc
Sub-total

10

each

$3,500

$35,000

2

$15,000

2

$3,000

2

Item

$7,000

2

Item

$25,000

2

Item
5

Each

$600

$113,500

Infiltration (pond) and dogs off leash area
Partially clear vegetation from
0.25
infiltration area to allow grading

Ha

$10,000

$2,500

1

2

Grade proposed infiltration area
3 Install naturalised grass seed on
native soil

0.25
0.25

Ha
Ha

$10,000
$12,000

$2,500
$3,000

1
1

Fencing for ‘dogs-of-leash’ area
Signpost ‘dogs-of-leash’ area
Sub-total
G General park facilities
1 Upgrade of existing playground
and adjoining area

775
Item

M

$150

$116,250
$2,500
$126,750

2
2

Item

$20,000

3

4
5

2

Upgrade of existing small skating
rink (replace timbers, provide
seating, etc)

Item

$5,000

3

3

Provide seating and picnic
settings throughout park

Item

$15,000

3

Item
Item

$2,500
$37,500
$80,000

2
3

$52,500

3

General By-law signposting, etc
Lighting of major areas
Sub-total
H Planting
1 Supply and install trees (small) in
mulched tree beds with wind
fencing (no irrigation)
4
5

1500

each

$35

Sub-total

$52,500

Total of Items A-H

$2,877,600

10% Engineering / Design
15% Contingency

$287,760
$431,640

Total Estimated Cost

$3,597,000

Possible future Indoor multi-purpose building (arena)
1 Feasibility study to assess arena
Item
2 Design for multi-purpose
Item
building
3

Construction cost of multipurpose building
Sub-total
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-

$12,000
$200,000

4
4

$2,500,000

4

$2,712,000
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APPENDIX A: COMMUNITY CONSULTATION SUMMARY
APPENDIX A: COMMUNITY CONSULTATION SUMMARY

A.1 Stakeholder workshops
The major stakeholders for this project included the three organisations
currently using Mary Reimer Park, the Hinton Mixed Slo-Pitch Association,
the Hinton Minor Soccer Association, and the River Valley Riding
Association. Representatives from these groups, along with Town of
Hinton and Yellowhead County staff, attended several meetings
throughout the park planning process. The purpose of these workshops
was to discuss the needs of the groups in relation to possible park facilities
and to investigate potential alternative site planning options.

A.2

Public Meeting

The Town of Hinton hosted an open house to provide the general public
with an opportunity to view and comment on a preliminary park
development concept. Approximately fifteen people, in addition to
stakeholder groups, attended this meeting and provided input to inform
the finalization of the park’s plan.

A.3

Timeline of Stakeholder / Public Input

The dates and location of stakeholder workshops, public meetings and
public displays was as follows:

Table 3: Timeline of Stakeholder / Public Input
Date

Location

Purpose

STAKEHOLDER WORKSHOP
Aug. 20th, 2003 Hinton Civic Centre To discuss site inventory, infrastructure
needs and a vision for the park
Nov. 6th, 2003
Hinton Civic Centre To review alternative development
strategies, discuss site planning
alternatives, and to select a preferred
park concept
Jan. 26, 2004
Hinton Civic Centre To review the draft park development
plan
PUBLIC MEETINGS / DISPLAYS
Jan. 26, 2004
Hinton Civic Centre To review the draft park development
plan
Apr. 22-24, 2004 Mall
Display of master plan alternatives
May 13, 2004
Hinton Civic Centre Display of master plan alternatives
TOWN / COUNTY REVIEW
June 15, 2004
Hinton Civic Centre Council review of master plan
alternatives (Town)
Council review of master plan
June 21, 2004
County
alternatives (County)
Administration
Centre

A.4

Summary of Outcomes of Community Consultation

The alternatives and evaluation matrix will be presented to the client at a
joint meeting with the principal stakeholders. The meeting will be
EDA Collaborative Inc.
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conducted in a workshop format with the intent of achieving a consensus
at the end of the meeting. If needed, modifications or combinations of
alternatives will be explored at the meeting.

A.5

Public Review Meeting

The Draft Concept Plan was reviewed with the general public at an open
house venue on January 26, 2004.
Feedback from the public meeting included the following major points:


Consider a horse race track half or 5 eights of a mile that could be
used by locals and attract the B racing circuit.



Concern that access to the horse trails in the County are being
squeezed out by soccer fields being moved further east than
previous draft



Off leash area must be fenced and they are looking for at least a
hectare of land



Consideration for a toboggan hill, outdoor basketball court and
volleyball courts.



Consideration to incorporate Mary Reimer history into the park.



Consider a corridor for quads to get through the park and out to
county
cutlines.

A.6

Review by Client

The draft plan will be reviewed with the client and refined for discussion at
a public meeting, prior to completion of the final report draft.

EDA Collaborative Inc.
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APPENDIX B: DRAINAGE BASINS AND POND LOCATIONS
APPENDIX B: DRAINAGE BASINS AND POND LOCATIONS

Figure 11: Drainage, Basins and Pond Locations
(Source: Drainage Study - Hinton East Boundary - 2003)
EDA Collaborative Inc.
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APPENDIX C: REFERENCES
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C.1 Printed Material
1.

Hinton East Boundary Joint Area Structure Plan, Town of Hinton Bylaw
no. 955 and Yellowhead County Bylaw no. 400. January, 2000

2.

Town of Hinton Municipal Development Plan 1998 (Bylaw # 940)

3.

Drainage Study – Hinton East Boundary (2003). UMA Engineering Ltd.

C.2

Websites
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www.hintonhistory.com

5.

http://collections.ic.gc.ca/abnature/foothills/lower.htm

6.

www.town.hinton.ab.ca
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